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News and Reports 


I Were’s a nugget of knowledge 
H Ato amaze your friends: if you] 9 Animal Update 
put all the orang utans in the News stories 
world in Wembley Stadium, they} _ 
would not even half fill it! Not that] 4 Science News be 

| we're suggesting buying tickets Super sloths and rare rhinos 59 
for all of the orange apes - they may not even . ; 

enjoy the match! But seriously, few people iat ah Sania 

realise how endangered orang utans are - from Nepal 

there are only 25,000 left in the wild. Their nat-| _ 

ural rainforest habitats are being cut down atan| © Volcano rescue 

alarming rate, and opening the forest up also Saving Montserrat’s animals 

makes orang utans vulnerable to illegal hunt- 

ing. Our Creature Feature- beginning on p31 


profiles these amazing creatures, and we have Features ov 
a stunning poster for you on p32. Hib ti 

, f i ibernation 

I'm sure you've seen the news reports telling How many animals survive 
about the volcanic eruptions that devastated the winter 


the island of Montserrat, and how thousands of 18 
people were made homeless by the destruc-| ]|5 Helping hedgehogs 4 
tion. But what happened to their pets? The ani- Hazards faced by spiny 

mals of Montserrat were mercifully not left to friends 

starve, and on p6 we bring you a report on how] 4, Orang utans 

the WSPA came to their rescue. sil : 

How would you feel if you bought a pet, hav- ur eens Steet reetice 
ing been assured that it was harmless, only to 
later discover that it was extremely dangerous? 
This was the experience of a young se 
Birmingham mother, who was sold a highly poi- | 49 Rabbiting on 
sonous scorpion after being told it was ‘rela- Anew charity, plus toys for 
tively harmless’. The RSPCA is alarmed at the your bunny 
number of people who take on exotic pets 
either without knowing what they are letting i 
themselves in for, or after receiving poor Health and Advice 
advice. Many of these animals die, or are hand- Backs for the Future 
ed over to the charity, and on p5 we bring you How physiotherapy can help 
their report. animals 

On p8 we meet a very unusual ‘doctor’ - she 
often begins a consultation by tickling her 
patient's tongue! Amanda Sutton is a chartered 
animal physiotherapist, and knows that tongue 
tickling calms horses. Amanda also treats dog, 
cats, and even rabbits and parrots, using} 2] Surgery 2000 
stretching, manipulation and massage to ease Veterinary news 
their aches and help them recover after acci- 
dents and surgery. 

This November is the PDSA’s 
80th anniversary, and to cele- 





80 Years of the PDSA 
A special anniversary 


Keep fit for hamsters 
Build an adventure 
playground, plus hamster 
homes to win 





A Problem Solved 
Readers’ questions 


é answered 
Rotastak hamster housing now comes in a host of bright, new colours, with improved features for 





Don’t forget to look out for 








Crypto File 
On the trail of a trail 
...of blood 


Fishy tales 
Aquatic news and advice 


Charities 
Helping pets and wildlife 


Book Reviews 


Readers’ Pages 


The Fall of Nature 
Short Story 


Orang utan poster 


Pet Protectors Competition 
PDSA goodies to win 


Gallery 
Readers’ Photos 


Tails 
The Junior pages 


Creature Conundrums 
Puzzle page, with water vole 
adoptions to win 


Free & Easy 
Giveaways and a 
prize puzzle 


Puppy Love 
Joanne and Bullet’s cartoon 
adventures 


Readers’ Letters 
You have your say 


Tail End 


the WAA cat. 


you and your hamster! Just like their home in the wild, Rotastak has burrow shaped homes connected 
by a network of tunnels so that you can watch your pet explore and exercise. 


Ask your pet shop or pet superstore for details. 
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brate, we’ve organised a super 
competition with Pet 
Protectors, the PDSA’s junior 
club. All this, plus advice for 
new kitten owners, a hamster 
adventure playground, _ toy 
ideas and a new charity for rab- 


bits, advice on helping hedge- 


hogs, plus all your favourite 
regular pages. 

Until next time 

Carina Norris 

Editor 


COVER: E.0. Jawo 


INSET PHOTO: L Droscher Nielsen/Orangutan Foundation 


POSTER: Orangutan Foundation 








If you can find the page where she’s 
hidden (not this one), you could win a T-shirt 
featuring the ‘Gemini Cat’ design (below). To 
be in with a chance of winning, send your 
name, address and T-shirt size, along with 
the page number where the WAA cat is hid- 

den, to WAA Cat T-shirt, Suite C, 21 
Regulars Heathmans Rd, London SW6 4TJ. 


Creature Comforts|'"@ first correct 


New products and janswer drawn on 
ideas 5th Dec 1997 will .~ 


win a Gemini Cat T- 
Almanac shirt from Dragonfly $4 
The countryside in |Art, tel: 01423 500 
Nov & Dec 276. 















Bringing kitty 
home 

Getting ready for 
your new cat 
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NEMS 


The South American golden lion tamarin has 
shaken off its critically endangered status thanks 


to a successful conservation programme 
involving the Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) 
and other bodies. + 

It was once thought that the reddish-gold 
monkey was doomed to exist only in zoos but 
over the last 12 years numbers in the wild have 
steadily climbed from 100 to 800. 

Efforts to save the attractive primate began in 
1967°- when the Paco des Antas Biological 
Reserve was set up in Brazil in ane of the few 
remaining areas of Atlantic forest - the only home 


Over 20 leading 











of the golden lion tamarin. 

Atlantic forest once 
covered over one million 
square kilometres of Brazil 
but today only seven per 
cent remains in isolated 
pockets separated by land 
which has been developed 


At the same time as the 
reserve was established a 
number of zoos around the 
world began captive 
breeding programmes to 
Preserve the genetic 
diversity of the species, 
which would enable it to 
return to the wild. 

With the support of the WWF, the project has 
encouraged a new way of life for the people who 
live in the forest. Education programmes, public 
awareness schemes and conservation schemes 
have brought experts and local communities 
together to conserve the ecosystem. 

But the project still has a long way to go. The 
golden lion tamarin population needs to be 
increased to 2,000 to ensure its survival into the 


21st century and the forest habitat area must be 
enlarged. 
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Sharks away! 
igs 


£4 A captive-reared_ bull 
huss shark was released 
into the sea_ at 
| Weymouth to launch the 
4 UK's first Junior Shark 
| Conference earlier this 
| year. 

Fifteen young 


yi delegates from all over 










i 


along the coast, and- # the country watched the 
cleared further inland for NS release, joined by 
tice fields and cattle - - ‘Ripster’ from the Street 
grazing. Sharks cartoon series, which has promoted a fresh surge 


in interest in real sharks. 

After completing the course and graduating from 
. Weymouth Sea Life Park’s novel Shark Academy, the 15 
delegates presented their own papers on different British 
shark species, and these are now to be published in a 
new Guide to British Sharks. 
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Back to the 





Early-bird summer visitors to | 
San Diego Wild Animal Park have | 
























e 
Splash out for dolphins 

Dolphin lovers are splashing out in sponsored swims and other 
watery events during November to help the Whale and Dolphin 
Society's (WDCS) campaign to raise £25,000 to help save the susu, 
bhulan and Irrawaddy dolphin in India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal 
and Cambodia. , 

If you would like to organise an event, call the Dolphin Hotline on 
01225 867770 for an official Splash Out for Dolphins pack. 


Sunrise —~ 
safari 








conservation organisations Ocean had the opportunity to watch \ 

have formed the Ape Alliance, African nocturnal wildlife settling \ 

to campaign for stronger Three more California sea lions have down to sleep, while the animals of % 
measures to protect our been reintroduced into the ocean, as part the day were just waking up. 

closest relatives - the great ; of Sea World California’s beached animal The Wild Animal Park opened up its 
apes. ’ 


programme, which takes in, rehabilitates, 
and reintroduces to the wild, injured or 
orphaned marine mammals. Eighteen 
animals were cared for in three months 
alone. The young sea lions reintroduced 
recently had arrived at Sea World 
dehydrated and malnourished, and were 
nursed back to health for three months 

{ before their release 10 miles off the coast 
of Point Loma. 


29 December 
1997 


This is the day to think 
about biological diversity. The 
United Nations has declared 
29 December Biological 
Diversity Day - a special day 
to raise awareness of the 
threats facing the balance of 
nature. 


Heart of Africa exhibit at 7.30 each morning during 
August - an hour before the rest of the Park opened -.and while most of the city was 
still in bed! a s 

The over $7 million, 30 acre exhibit is home to more than 260 animals of 31 
species, including cheetah, giraffe, rhino, wildebeest, okapi, gazelles_ bontebok, 
warthog and duiker as well as many spectacular birds. 

Visitors wandered along a winding trail alongside and across shallow waterways, 
through swiftly-changing African habitats, from dense forest, wetlands, sprawling 
savannahs and plains. After watching the keepers feed the animals their breakfasts, 
visitors enjoyed their own buffet-style breakfast, overlooking the vast savannahs. 


The Ape Alliance’s first 
object is to stop the high 
levels of hunting chimps and 
gorillas for their meat in 
central Africa. Unscrupulous 
timber companies are hunting 
apes, and smuggling their 
meat into the cities. The Ape 
Alliance is conducting a 
review of all timber companies # 
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Member organisations of Ape Alliance 
include Born Free Foundation, Bushmeat 
Project, Cameroon Wildlife Aid Foundation, 
Care for the Wild, Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund, 
Fauna and Flora International, Friends of 
Conservation, Great Ape Project, 
International Primate Protection League, 
People Against Chimpanzee 
Experimentation, Primate Society of Great 
Britain, Tusk Force, WSPA, WWF. 









tan Redmond * 


in the region, asking them to commit to an ape 
friendly code of conduct. 

For more information on the Ape Alliance, contact: 
Sue Fisher, Ape Alliance Secretariat, c/o Tusk 


Force, Ravenscourt House, 123 Askew Rd, London 
W12 9AU. 
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NEWS 


said Simon Martyn of Earthwatch. 

“The great advantage of this technique is 
that, once the rhino footprint is in the 
database, we can _ monitor 
individuals without every 
having to see them, plus it’s 
easy to train local park 
staff to photograph the 
~ spoor. Very early 
| indications are that the 
@ technique could be 
applied to other critically 
endangered species such 
= as tigers,” he said. 

7 The largest single wild rhino 
population in Zimbabwe is now 
contained within Intensive 


Nomputer ‘finger-printing’ is helping 

7to save the black rhino - one of ga 
the world’s most endangered 
animals. 
Zoologist Dr Sky Alibhai and vet, 
Zoe Jewell, have for the last five 
years been perfecting a technique 
similar to finger printing to track and 
identity the rare black rhinos in 
Zimbabwe’s Hwange National Park. 
With help of Earthwatch volunteers, the 
scientists have collected hundreds of 
photographs of black rhino footprints, known as 4 Protection Zones in Hwange National 
spoor, in dust and mud. These are fed into a computer =~ - Park in a last ditch effort to save them. The 
and examined by sophisticated A black rhino’s footprint is visible presence of the research teams has 
software which can now recognise ‘raced onto an acetate sheet helped the efforts of the Department of Wildlife's 
individual animals from the unique anti-poaching units. No rhino have been poached there for three 
marks on the underside of their feet. years, and 1997 is the first year that black rhino populations 
Previously, rhino have been monitored appear to be on the increase. 
by anaesthetising them and fitting them Some of the Hwange rhinos are still wearing radio collars, fitted 
with radio collars, which enable their before the introduction of the 
movements to be tracked. However, this new technique, and the signals 
y is stressful for the rhinos. from these are being compared 
B “We hope this new technique will be with the results produced by the 
recognised as being a useful addition to spoor and computer method. 
radio-collaring but without the need to “We have a very useful overlap 
regularly capture and immobilise these period, until the existing collars 
huge animals. This is traumatic for the stop transmitting, or fall or wear 
rhino and beyond the resources of some off, to prove the accuracy of the 
of the countries where these magnificent new data,” Simon Martyn told 
animals are making their last stand,” WAA. 














Across Africa, rhino 
populations plummeted in over 
the last 30 years, from 65,000 
to just 2,000 in 1993, due to 
Poaching for their horn which 
is prized in traditional medicine 
in China, and illegally imported 
in the Middle East for 
ceremonial dagger handles. 
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Super sllotihs 


Vm vhe giant ground sloths that lived a million years ago, and 
are now extinct, were a far cry from the small, upside- 
down creatures we know today. 
Ground sloths stood 3.6m (12 feet) tall, and weighed over 
4,000kg (9,000 pounds) and, not surprisingly, they did not hang 
upside-down from trees. 
Until recently, ground sloths were thought to be cumbersome, 
gentle giants, but now scientists believe they were far from 
slothful and could have been vicious predators, Ground sloths 
had 18cm-long claws, and enough muscle power to use them 
as formidable weapons. 
Scientists in Uruguay studied the bones in ground sloth’s 
elbows, where the muscles were attached, They knew that, for 
strong but slow arms, these bones should be long. For fast 
arms, they should be shorter. The sloth elbow bones turned out 
to be almost precisely what the scientists would have 

















expected if the sloths used their claws as swift, 
stabbing weapons. 
Ground sloths lacked the killing teeth of 
big cats and wolves - instead, their 
teeth are’ simple and_ peg-like. 
However, if they had relied on their 
claws when hunting, this would 
not have been a problem. 
Ground sloth teeth are very 
simple, and would have 
been equally suited to 
eating meat or plants. 


Ground sloths stood 
nearly 4m tall 
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WILL YOU STILL LOVE ME TOMORROW? 


"he RSPCA is urging people to think carefully before taking on 
exotic pets. Every year, hundreds of exotic animals are 
abandoned or handed over to the charity because owners become 
bored with them, or were unaware of what they were taking on. 
“Many people will not be able to provide the right environment for 
exotic pets, but for those who still wish to own one, it is essential that 
they learn as much as they can about the different species before they 
decide which pet to get - otherwise they may be cruel without realising,” said Bill 
Swann, Head of the RSPCA’s Veterinary Department. 
The number of pet shops stocking exotic or dangerous animals is rising and species 
including crocodiles, dangerous lizards and poisonous scorpions and snakes can be bought. 
According to the RSPCA, some pet shops fail to give prospective customers enough 
information about the animals they plan to buy. A young Birmingham 
; mother was sold a highly poisonous scorpion after being told 





This lizard had been kept in an unheated tonk 
without proper food or water. It was already 
dead when it was found by an RSPCA inspector 








it was ‘relatively harmless’ - the scorpion is now in the care 


of Dudley Zoo. — a 





The’ RSPCA has produced a ‘ 
leaflet and poster entitled ‘Will You 
Still Love me Tomorrow?’ about 
exotic pets. It is available from the 
Enquiries Service, RSPCA HQ, The 
Causeway, Horsham, West Sussex 
RH12 1HG. 











In an RSPCA Survey of pet shops and 
other outlets selling exotic pets: 
* Only 15 per cent provided free literature on 

















exotic pet care. 
* Only 21 per cent displayed information on the 
tanks and cages. 

* Those in city centres were more likely to sell 
exotic pets than those in rural areas. 

* 31 per cent specialised in a particular species. 


THE RHINO ARRIVAL 


Gare 
pril 1997 marked the long-awaited arrival of two young female one- The Zoological Society of London 5 dens 4, 
L (ZSL) only accepted these two rhinos al 
















This dangerous scorpion was bought by a woman who was assured by the 
pet shop that it was safe 


horned Asian rhinos, in England from Nepal. Beluki and Bihan % 
arrived at London Zoo from the Royal Chitwan National Park, Nepal. from the Kingdom of Nepal after very 

They will later be transferred to Whipsnade Wild Animal Park, and their careful deliberation. One crucial factor E 
new, custom-built enclosure, where they will be on display when was the fact that the Royal Chitwan & 


x Whipsnade re-opens National Park now contains as many Y ay se 
] after the winter, on 1 rhinos as it can support. ML 
February 1998. The ZSL also recently announced that they are 


Whipsnade has_ had 
considerable success in 
rhinos, and is the only UK 
collection to successfully 
breed the highly 
endangered Asian rhino. 
Everyone hopes that the 
new blood lines that 
Beluki and Bihan bring in 
will provide a vital boost 
to the _ international 
breeding programme for one-horned rhinos. 

The one-horned is the largest of the three Asian rhino species, and is 
found only in Nepal and:India. It is estimated that fewer than 2,200 one- 
horned Asian rhinos remain.in the wild. The principal threat to their 
survival comes from poachers, because the rhinos’ precious horn is 
used as an aphrodisiac in the Far East. 

In Nepal, the species is found in two protected areas where they are 
carefully monitored, and encouraging surveys by the Royal Chitwan 
National Park's authorities show that the population is increasing. In 
fact, the park is now a major stronghold for this rhino, as nearly 25 per 
cent of their wild population lives there. 


sending one of their wildlife vets (whose work will be funded by 
the UK Department for International Development) to Chitwan. 
The vet will study domestic and wild animals, and will also help 
train Nepalese vets, and establish three clinics for domestic 
cattle. 


by Mary Rosevear 
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REPORT 


he continuing volcanic eruptions on the island of 

Montserrat in the West Indies meant not just upheaval 

and great loss to the island’s human inhabitants. Pets 
and farm animals were also put in danger. 

Since July 1995, the volcano on Montserrat has been 
spewing out constant emissions of rock and ash, which have 
turned much of what used to be a tropical paradise into a grey 
wasteland. Thousands of people had to be evacuated from 
their homes, and many of them were forced to leave their pets 


behind. 


Since early 1996, the World Society for the Protection of 
Animals (WSPA) has been sending emergency aid teams to 
Montserrat. Many of the lost and abandoned animals there 
were suffering from dehydration, malnutrition and anaemia. 

Gerardo Huertas of WSPA, who was part of the disaster 
relief team sent to Montserrat in January, was shocked at how 
much the island had been devastated. “It was a ghostly place, 
a foot deep in ash and debris,” he said. 

“Unfortunately, most of the vets fled along with the 
people.” said Huertas. “This left us with a massive task 
of caring for abandoned dogs, injured livestock, and 
animals in danger of being shot by farmers who, 
unbelievably, were still trying to grow crops in the ash- 


strewn terrain.” 


Despite the danger from lava flows and falling rocks, 


VdSM ‘SOLOHd TV 


WSPA aid workers distribute food and water to the animals 
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Montserrar 
Montserrat is one of the Leeward 
Islands in the West Indies, 400km 
east of Puerto Rico. It is a small 
island, with an area of only 110 sq 
km (42 sq miles). The terrain is quite 
mountainous, with altitudes of over 
1,000 metres. Before the eruption the 
population was approximately 
12,000, of which around 3,500 lived 
in the capital, Plymouth. 


For more information on W 
work, contact: WSPA, 2 Langle’ 
Lane, London SW8 1TJ. 
Tel: 0171 793 0540. 







What used to be a tropical paradise is now a 
grey wasteland 





WSPA rescuers still managed to search the island thoroughly, 
finding hundreds of feral animals - mostly pigs, and large 
numbers of goats, dogs, cattle, donkeys and agoutis (large 
rodents, a little like long-legged guinea pigs, which are native 
to the island). 

A WSPA team arriving in Montserrat in July distributed 
emergency food supplies and medicines for the dogs and cats. 
Equipment for catching and transporting animals was flown in, 
to rescue them from the danger zones and take them to the 
safety of specially built animal shelters on the island. 

By August, over 30 rescued dogs and cats from one of the 
shelters had been airlifted to new homes in Miami, Florida, 
USA. WSPA continued to provide for the animals still left on the 
island, attempting to find them new homes. Inevitably, some of 
the people fleeing the island will be going to places where they 
will not be able to take their pets, so WSPA is rehoming the 
animals, along with those in the WSPA shelters, either on 
neighbouring islands, or in America. 
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“a Adopt a 
Humpback 
Whale 





PLUS . 18” x 24" colour poster . Colour brochure about the whale adoption Project and the 
natural history of the humpback whale . 8"x 5'." Whale Adoption Certificate . Listing of 50 
whales up for adoption - Whale Adoption Certificate registration card . 5" x 7” black & white 
photo and biography of your whale . Migration map/poster - Years subscription to Whale Watch, 
our quarterly newsletter for the latest news about your whale . An “I Luv my Humpback Whale” 
sticker . Honorary First Mate card for discounts on wildlife and whale watching trips. 


All Whales are recognised 
by their tails. You can choose the Whale 
you would like to adopt from our fully 
detailed Whale Adoption List sent with every 
IDEO kit. 





A large female seen on Stellwagen Bank 
as well as The Caribbean. She was 
photographed with her first known calf 
in 1990. 





ORBIT 
This female was first seen in 1979. She 
became somewhat of a loner until the 
birth of her first calf in 1984. 





COLT 
One of the best known males in the 
study group, he constantly approaches 
very close to whale watch and research 
boats. 





CATS PAWS 
A mature female with calves. She is best 
known for spectacular feeding displays, 
where she lunges vertically from the 
water. 





® Jt can be Christmas every day when you protect them 
365 days a year \ 






Wildlife 


INTERNATIONAL WILDLIFE COALITION TRL Oa 


AA tT Ca 


Adopt UTES ete a Ural 


WHEN YOU Adopt one 
Caco TY 


Whale you'd be helping all 
Whales. 


Humpback Whales are extremely susceptible to the hazards of Whaling, Hunting 
Fishermen and natural calamities, such as being beached in their annual migration between Canada and 
the Caribbean. Many of our female whales that are up for adoption are mothers that have had several 
babies, you can choose to adopt one of these female humpback whales with her baby for just £17.50 
per adoption. Or you can choose a single female or a strong male. The choice is yours. 

Whatever you decide upon, you can be certain in the knowledge that your money will be spent directly 
on the protection and survival of these magnificent gentle giants. 


a 





FREE VIDEO & 
ADOPTION KIT 


Join the programme that directly protects your adopted whale. 
The Ideal 
Christmas 
Gift for 
those who 
rela) 
IT’S EASY 
JUST 
de hel | 
ADOPT A 
WHALE 


SEND YOUR ADOPTION FEE NOW 
by completing the coupon below or telephoning our Credit Card Hotline. 


GB CREDIT CARD HOLDERS ORDER LINE 


= TEL:01342 825482 


INTERNATIONAL WILDLIFE COALITION (WHALE ADOPT) Dept 97BBC5 P. 


ADOPT A HUMPBACK WHALE TODAY 





TODAY 





Box 73, Hartfield, East Sussex, TN7 4EY. 





| Narration by 
YES! | want to adopt a whale for myself C2. | want to adopt a whale for a Friend Cl. At £17.50 each. | the kind 
Please complete the coupon (s) below. | courtesy of 
YES! | want to adopt a whale for myself. | want to adopt a whale for a Loved One. Rula Lenska. 


Name and address of person making payment 
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 
Address Address 
Post Code Post Code 
Telephone No. 
Adopting for self & friend also fill in both coupons. 
Please send the initial gift pack (s) to: The Adoptive Parent C] Both coupons. The person making payment 1] One coupon 
lenclose a cheque C1 postal order C1 (Payable to International Wildlife Coalition) 
Or debit my credit card (Details provided below) 
O Access O visa 0 MastercardCard No 
Card Holders Name 


Name and address of Adoptive Parent ——— 


Telephone No. 


for the following amount: £ 





Signature Expiry Date 


(if the person receiving the gift pack is abroad please add £3.00 Europe £5.00 rest of world). 
If you would like to receive further information about the International Wildlife Coalition please tick here Oo 
INTERNATIONAL WILDLIFE COALITION (WHALE ADOPT) Dept 97BBC5 P.O. Box 73, Hartfield, East Sussex, TN7 4EY. 












hen the concerned 
owners of Inka, a rabbit 
convalescing after 


meningitis, turned to chartered 
physiotherapist Amanda Sutton 
for help in getting their pet back 
onto her wasted hind legs, the 
Amanda performs some stretching first thing she did was to send 

exercises on a cat them out in search of an old car 
tyre. 





Somewhat bemused by this request, they were even more 
astonished when Amanda turned the worn rubber into a tailor- 
made rabbit relaxation unit - a kind of hammock which helped 
release the patient's body from muscle spasms and 
encouraged the state of “floppiness” so crucial to effective 
muscle therapy. 


Months of carefully taught therapeutic exercises 
administered by her owners - coupled with in-patient care while 
they went on holiday - saw Inka gradually regain the use of her 
hind legs. She went on to lead a contented life largely 
unaffected by her experiences. 


Such stories are all 
part of a day's work at 
Harestock Stud 
Physiotherapy Centre, 
the Hampshire-based 
practice set up by 
chartered animal 
physiotherapist Amanda 
Sutton. Amanda and her 
team treat all kinds of 
animals for all kinds of 
injuries and conditions, 
using their hands to 
perform joint and soft 
tissue mobilisation and 
manipulation. Chartered 
animal physiotherapists 
are also trained in the 
appropriate use of 
ultrasound, laser and 
other electrotherapy 
techniques. They only 
treat an animal with 








Physiotherapy is playing an increasingly important 
role in maintaining the good health of creatures great 
and small. Chartered animal physiotherapist, Amanda 
Sutton has time for them all, writes Carol Geddes 


permission from its ve 
vet and aim to work 
in partnership with 
the animal's 
owners, who have 
an important role to 
play in ongoing 
management and 
care. 


“Treating animals 
is very similar to 
treating humans - 
except that you can 
get closer to 
animals and they 
don’t answer back!” 
says Amanda. 
“Inka’s recovery 
from meningitis left 
her muscles in a 
similar state to 
those of a human Electrotherapy helps this cat recover from its 
head injury patient. injuries 
Restricted blood supply to the muscles leaves them in poor 
condition but the tightening of tissue causes pain and spasm 
throughout the body. That’s why my first task is always getting 
to know the patient and helping them relax.” 


The tyre was an inspired success for Inka, but a larger 
animal may not be so easily calmed. In cases where soothing 
words and gentle massage of key pressure points in the head 
and neck fail to relax the patient sufficiently, Amanda will 
employ mild sedation so that she can work on key areas 
without causing the animal further distress. 


Take Baloo, a pretty Grey hit from behind by a lorry while 
being ridden along a country lane. It's hardly surprising that 
she's wary of being touched, yet Baloo visibly relaxes as 
Amanda's nimble hands seek out problem areas along her 
spine while maintaining a gentle, one-way conversation full of 
praise and encouragement for both animal and owner. Ears, 
neck, and top of head... Amanda gently desensitises Baloo’s 
trigger points sufficiently to allow her a clear diagnosis of her 
problems before carrying out manipulation and electrotherapy 
under sedation. 











“Tickling a horse’s tongue may seem a strange way to start 
a consultation, but it’s all part of gaining the animal's 
confidence in order to access areas which are causing pain,” 
says Amanda. “It’s not a technique one usually associates with 
human patients, but | know from personal experience that it 
works wonders in persuading an uncooperative toddler to have 
her messy face cleaned!” 


As a chartered physiotherapist, it’s no coincidence that 
Amanda draws so many parallels between reactions in her 
animal patients and those experienced by humans. Chartered 
physiotherapists specialising in animal therapy will have 
worked in general practice for at least two years before 
embarking on post graduate training in animal therapy. This is 
carried out under the direct supervision of vets and 
physiotherapists who, like Amanda Sutton, are members of 
ACPAT - the Association of Chartered Physiotherapists in 
Animal Therapy. Once qualified, all members must attend 
ACPAT courses on a regular basis to maintain their high 
professional and clinical standards. 


z ital - 
Many horses have benefitted from Amanda’s helping hands 





“if an animal understands your body movements, it will do 
what you want it to do,” says Amanda. “Many animals’ fears 
stem from poor handling, so it’s vital that owners recognise the 
root of a particular problem and take steps to re-educate 
themselves as well as the animals in their care.” 


Amanda Sutton MSCP SRP Grad Dip PHYS was appointed 
official physiotherapist to the British Three-Day Event team 
1995-2000. She treats animals throughout the country and at 
her practice - Harestock Stud Physiotherapy Centre, Kennel 
Lane, Littleton, Winchester, Hampshire SO22 6PT (Tel: 01962 
885561. Fax: 01962 885567). 
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Massage and simple stretching exercises are a good 
example of ways in which physiotherapy techniques promote 
the physical and mental well being of small animals and their 
owners. Typical domestic pets such as dogs and cats respond 
well to simple relaxation exercises and scientific research 
indicates that the aches and pains of an ageing dog can be 
greatly relieved by massage. 


But when it comes to treating dogs for injuries or persistent 
problems, Amanda often finds herself having to look no further 
than the animal's lifestyle. Whereas a naturally more agile cat 
is most likely to be referred to Amanda following injuries 
sustained on the road, the majority of dogs’ problems are 
caused simply by a basket edge that’s the wrong height or the 
awkward way in which they get in and out of the car. 


“| was leaving a client's yard when she suddenly mentioned 
a poor chicken which had been found with its head stuck 
through a wire fence,” says Amanda. “I’d never treated a bird 
before but on the basis that this creature couldn't live as it was, 
| agreed to do what | could - without making any promises as 
to the outcome.” 


“Much to my relief, the manipulation worked and as far as | 
know, the chicken is still happily pecking around the yard 
today.” 


For a list of practising chartered animal physiotherapists, send 
an sae to The Secretary (WAA), ACPAT, Morland House, 
Salters Lane, Winchester, Hampshire SO22 5JP. 
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s winter approaches, animals have to cope with 
Az! conditions and food shortages. Some, like 

foxes, simply exchange their summer coat for a winter 
coat and try to survive on whatever is available and any 
reserves they have built up. Many birds migrate to warmer 
climates, returning next Spring to breed. Other creatures, like 
the wood mouse, store seeds and grains from times of plenty 
to see them through the winter. 

However, some warm-blooded animals and all our cold- 
blooded reptiles and amphibians hibernate. 

Hibernation is a deep sleep where the animal builds up a 
large food store, usually in the form of body fat, before the 
onset of the cold weather. The animal finds a suitable safe site 
and, when the cold weather arrives, crawls into the hibernation 
nest to sleep. As it cools down, body functions slow down and 
its heart beat can drop to 20 per cent of normal, but there must 
be enough activity in its body to ensure the animal does not 
freeze, or it will die. Hibernation can last as long as six months 
and animals can lose half their body weight. 

Actually, only a few of our native animals hibernate 
throughout the winter, and these include dormice, hedgehogs 
and bats. Dormice build hibernation nests in October, usually 
on the ground (although sometimes in nest boxes), from 
leaves, grass and mosses. They also include some hazel nuts, 
in case they wake early. When the temperature falls below 15 
degrees, dormice curl up and, all being well, sleep until April. 
Our bats follow a similar course, except they do not build nests 
but simply use a hollow tree or cave. The temperatures of 
caves stay constant regardless of that outside, and they can 
contain hundreds of hibernating bats. 

Hedgehogs hibernate in a nest built of leaves, dry grass and 
other materials, usually somewhere protected by brushwood 
or piles of garden rubbish, so unfortunate hedgehogs may be 
incinerated if bonfires are not checked before lighting. Some 
time between October and December the hedgehog enters its 
nest, rells up and goes to sleep, relying solely on its reserves 
of body fat to survive. The biggest problem for hedgehogs is 
the varied British climate. A warm spell in January can bring 
them out of hibernation and they waste valuable body fat 
looking for food which is simply not there. Then, the cold which 
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Peacock butterflies hibernate 
in sheds, outhouses and 
greenhouses 


Foxes survive on whatever food they can find 





usually follows in February sends them back into hibernation 
with insufficient fat reserves. 

Few insects can survive the winter as adults. Butterflies like 
the peacock, tortoiseshell and brimstone hibernate in sheds, 
outbuildings and greenhouses, where a burst of sunshine in 
January can bring them out of hibernation too early - with fatal 
results. Honey bees store honey to see them through the 
winter and wasp colonies survive from year to year because 
the queen, with her fertilised eggs inside her, hibernates in 
piles of logs or outbuildings to start a new colony in the Spring. 

Most insects, however, overwinter in different forms. Many 
butterflies and moths survive as eggs which hatch in Spring. 
Others, like stag beetles, survive as grubs deep in dead trees. 
Dragonflies, mayflies and some beetles overwinter as nymphs 
under water. 

Animals have many ways of coping with the British winter, 
but many die from cold or Starvation, particularly during long, 
cold spells. However, even for those that remain tucked up in 
warm nests, hibernation is not a soft option as sadly up to 70 
per cent do not come out of their deep sleep to see another 
Spring. 
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chance to explore the big wide world outside their cage 

and it helps to keep them fit too. But running round the 
bedroom floor must soon become boring to an inquisitive little 
rodent like a hamster. Why not combine play with exercise - 
hamsters like nothing better than a really good work-out. 


Ae sophisticated their home is, Hamsters enjoy the 


There are a wide range of exercise toys on the market for 
hamsters including wheels, see-saws, houses, slides and 
tunnels and many of the new multi-level homes have tunnels, 

tubes and add-on rooms to 
provide extra exercise 
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*° Make a climbing wall by cutting two pieces of stiff cardboard 
about ten inches by four inches. Tape two pieces of the 


Make your own hamster 
playground 


Keep Fit. 
Fun for 


Hamsters 


But with a little ingenuity you can construct your own exciting 
and ever-changing fantasy hamster gym - outside its home - 
from discarded bits and pieces. 


Here’s how it’s done 


* Ask your local florist for one of the long low-sided boxes that 
flowers are delivered in, to make your playground. 


* Gather together a collection of small empty cardboard boxes 
and stick these one on top of the other in decreasing sizes to 
make a climbing tower. Cut the tube from the inside of a kitchen 
towel in half lengthways and attach it to one side of the top of 
the tower to make a slide. 


* Cut two cardboard tubes from toilet rolls in half and lay 
wooden rulers across each pair so your hamster can practise 
its ‘tightrope walking’ skills. 


* Take a strong tube from the inside of a roll of kitchen foil and 
cut it in half. Make two holes about an inch from the top of each 
tube and thread a piece of thick string or thin rope (about 12 
inches / 30 cm long) through the holes, securing with a knot. 
Holding the string tight (so that it looks like a washing line 
suspended between two poles) stick the tubes to the sides of 
the box across a corner. Your hamster might enjoy trying to 
swing from the rope. 


° Cut away one side of several empty food packets and 
turn them upside down to make tunnels for your hamster 
to run through. You can place tunnels at an angle to one 
another to make a continuous run. 


¢ Cut the top off an empty square food packet and make an 
entrance hole in one side of the packet. Fill it with hamster 
bedding for your pet to play in. 












Safety first 
Remember that your hamster will probably think that 
exercise equipment is for eating as well as working out! 
Ensure that there are no staples or sharp edges in your 
gym, and do not use newspaper, in case your hamster 
swallows the ink. 


You should also consider safety when buying toys for your 
hamster. Once again, avoid sharp edges, or openings which 
portly hamsters could get stuck in. Also, if your hamster 
chews a toy so that pieces snap off, file any rough edges 
smooth, and remove any small pieces completely. If you are 
in any doubt as to whether a toy is safe, throw it away. 





cardboard together along a short edge so that you have a 
shape like a pitched roof. Glue the egg container portions of 
cardboard egg boxes to the slopes of the wall so the hamster 
has something to cling on to. 


¢ Put all of your hamster gym equipment inside the large florists 
box - you can glue the pieces to the base if you wish. 
You can also add some manufactured toys if you like. 


These are just a few ideas to get you started. You will have 
to replace the homemade pieces from time to time as they 
become chewed, shredded or ‘played out’. Manufactured toys 
are built to last longer, but many hamsters will still destroy 
them, given long enough! 

hamster owners 


wit 
in the UK - 72% are 


girls and 42% are boys - 
some hamsters are 
obviously shared. And 
60% of hamsters are owned by eight 
to 12-year-olds. 


here are 800,000 


The makers of Rotastak talked to 
loads of children and parents about what 
they look for in a hamster home. 

They found that they wanted: 

1 The best quality 

2 The best value 

3 Easy to clean 

4 Anice looking home (the favourite colours were red, 

yellow, blue and turquoise). 

5 A home that’s fun for hamsters. There must be 

plenty of room. 


The Rotastak system simulates a hamster's natural 
environment. Most children begin with a ‘Starter Home’ or 
‘Deluxe Starter Home’ to which they can quickly and easily 


add and add without spending too much. There are tunnel ~ 


kits, playrooms, a dining room, burrow basement, attic 
bedroom, maze and lots more. 


Wild About Animals has seven Rotastak Deluxe Starter 
Homes worth £31.49 each to give away. To be in with a 
chance of winning one, send the answer to our question, 
along with your name and address, to Rotastak Competition, 
Wild About Animals, Suite C, 21 Heathmans Rd, London 
SW6 4TJ. Closing date: 10 December 1997. 


Hammy 
Homes 





Seven super 
Armitage’s 
Rotastak 
Deluxe Starter 
Homes to win 








QUESTION 
How many hamster owners are 
there in the UK? 
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BORED OR BROKE? 


SPARE TIME ON YOUR HANDS? NEED EXTRA MONEY? 
WANT TO HELP YOUR FAVOURITE CHARITY, BUT CAN'T AFFORD 10? 
FED UP WITH MAKING MONEY FOR AN UNCARING BOSS? 


Whatever your money problems, | have the perfect solution!!! 
Earn up to £800 a month Part-Time, or up to £4,000 
a month Full-Time!!! 


Get rid of your mane !1 Wipe out all your credit debts! !! 
Buy the house of your dreams, and those luxury cars, and jet off on 
exotic holidays whenever you want to, and all paid for with cash! |! 


BE PART OF THE FASTEST GROWING SECTOR OF THE RETAIL 
TRADE EVER KNOWN. 


Own and operate jour own Home Shopping Catalogue business, 
Simple to run. Work from home. Must be 18+ and have Cor & Phone. 


No experience necessary full training given. 
Working already? 


_ Operate this whilst continuing your current career. 
Limited spare time? Operate this Part-Time or Full-Time. 


NO SELLING INVOLVED. NO STOCK TO BUY. 
NO RISKS WHATSOEVER. 
No oreas or territories, you operate anywhere in the U.K. & Eire. 
IMMEDIATE INCOME - YOU ARE IN PROFIT FROM DAY ONE!!! 
This is a seriously profitable & highly satisfying business, which 
costs only £50 to set up. For only those with a work ethic, you can 
join in what is probably the most genuine business opportunity of 
the decade, for what you would pay for a decent pair of jeans!!! 
FREE INFORMATION PACK. 
Eddie Booth, Headlands, Bradda West Lane, Port Erin, 
Isle of Man, IM9 6PN. Tel: 01624-835414 


Has anyone seen my 

















And 
2500 other animals at Whipsnade 
- Europe’s Largest Conservation Park. 








HERE ARE 20,000 REASONS 
TO NEUTER YOUR CAT 





NEUTER YOUR CAT OR IT WILL PRODUCE 20,000 DESCENDANTS IN 5 YEARS. 
CALL 01403 221 919 FOR INFORMATION. 2 


For an application form please complete this coupon. Offer limited from 18th 
August to 30th September, 1997 and subject to a means test. 
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We wish to send you information about The Cats Protection League in the 
future. If you do not wish to receive future mailings please tick the box. 














To: The Cats Protection League, 17 Kings Road, Horsham, West Sussex RH13 5PN. 
http//www.cats.org.uk Registered National Charity No 203644. AACN1 


THE CATS PROTECTION LEAGUE 


CAT COVER 


Indispensable insurance for Cat lovers 





Should your lovable cat fall ill, or 
come home battered and bruised, 
naturally you'll want to rush 
straight round to the vet. 
Supposing the illness, or injury, 
Tequires long term treatment, costs 
could be considerable which of 
course you won't begrudge... 
but can you afford ? 
Cat Cover's the answer. 
For a modest fee of £51 or 

monthly premium of only £4.50 
1.) per cat you're covered against Vet's 
fees up to £2,000 including home 
visits where essential, plus 
recovery costs if the cat is lost. 


Post the coupon TODAY for 
colour leaflet with full particulars 
- no stamp required. 


BUCO LTO 
Rene tae ect 


T Please complete the 
mdi 6 ee 


I 0800 373218 
or E Mail: 


i cot Postcode 


AAC 97/1 
= = 








What can you do to keep hedgehogs 
from harm? 


to a wide variety of potential hazards, and they have 


W): their armoury of spines, hedgehogs are invulnerable 
few enemies. 


Natural hazards 


In Britain, the badger is the hedgehog’s greatest natural 
predator. Its efficiency in sniffing out hibernating hedgehogs is 
aided by its canny ability to uncurl them. In general, foxes tend 
to take sick or small hedgehogs, as well as eating dead ones. 
Baby hedgehogs may be lost to smaller carnivores. 

The highest mortality rate, however, is during the winter 
hibernation (see also page 10). 


Not so natural hazards 


Apart from mishaps, predators and natural hazards such as 
fire and flooding, hedgehogs have not had a great deal to 
worry about. Until the arrival of man on the planet, that is. 
Manmade perils fall into four main categories: environmental, 
chemical, mechanical and deliberate. 


Environmental hazards 


These include habitat destruction and food shortages. As 
human populations have increased, more and more land that 
was once a haven for wildlife has been turned into roads, 
agricultural land, housing sites and shopping centres. Unlike 
many species, and due to their capacity to adapt and survive, 
hedgehogs have found ways to live in urban environments. 
However, there is evidence to suggest that this is not without 
cost to their general health. 

Hedgerows can be dangerous places for nesting hedgehogs 
- hedges may be carved up by farm machinery. Death by 
starvation when food is short can also be classed as a natural 
hazard. But as more and more habitats are destroyed, food 
shortages will increase. 


Hedgehogs that fall 
through the bars of a 
cattle grid can 
climb to 
safety if 

you have 
already 
placed a 

ramp in 

the chamber 
below 


haz 
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Chemical hazards 

The ever-increasing range of pesticides and other chemicals 
applied to the land and to crops pose a major threat: because 
hedgehogs eat many creatures targeted by pesticides (eg 
slugs, beetles and caterpillars) they too can fall seriously ill and 
die. 


Slug pellets containing 
metaldehyde or methocarb 
(and the slugs which 
have eaten them) are 

poisonous to hedgehogs 










Since many -. 
chemicals are not + 
easily eliminated - 
from the system, 
but are stored in 
the liver and in 
body fat, the effect 
of ingesting them will 
be cumulative. This 
could particularly cause problems in winter 
when the hedgehog lives off its fat stores which contain deadly 
chemical residues. Adding to the toxic burden on the 
hedgehog’s system are the chemical effects of air and water 
pollution. 


Mechanical hazards 


Hedgehogs excel when it comes to falling into things. The 
list of manmade constructions into which they can tumble is 
endless: cattle grids, swimming pools, garden ponds, slurry 
pits and water troughs, to name but a few. They also seem to 
have little sense of body size and are very prone to getting 
stuck in pipes, drains, cups and cans. 

Unable to escape, they die of 
starvation if not rescued. 
They may also injure 
themselves. in their 
attempts to escape. 





Drowning in a steep-sided = 
pond can be prevented by 
erecting a simple ramp 
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Discarded garden netting is another hazard. During the 
autumn and winter, the net collects leaves into a pile. When the 
hedgehog wakes in the spring, it sees 
the piles of leaves; believing it 
to be a good place to nest, it 
\ enters and becomes 
entangled. The netting 
can cut into the 
animal’s flesh as it 
tries to free itself, 
causing severe 
injury. It will 
eventually die of 
starvation if left. 
The worst hazards 










+ ~are machines, 
ti] : j particularly motor 
Hedgehogs easily become eritangled in vehicles and 
any kind of discarded netting strimmers. A 
hedgehog’s . 
instinct is to 













rely on its spines for protection, so 
hedgehogs are unlikely to try to move out 
of the way of oncoming vehicles, with 4 
disastrous results. i 


A garden fork stuck 
thoughtlessly into a 
compost heap can kill or 

main a nesting 
hedgehog. 






The information and illustrations for this article 
are from The Natural Hedgehog, by Lenni Sykes 
with Jane Durrant, published by Gaia Books. Price: 
£8.99 hardback. The book also contains 
information on hedgehog habits, myths and 
folklore, diet, caring for and feeding hedgehogs, 
homeopathy and other complementary therapies. 















Always check bonfires for 
nesting hedgehogs 
before you light 


them 
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The strimmer is now competing for the top slot in terms of 
numbers of hedgehog casualties caused. The injuries are 
usually severe: often, whole limbs or noses are sliced off. What 


makes strimmer casualties seem so much worse is that 
they are avoidable, by always checking long grass for 
hedgehogs before starting, or even better, by not é 
using strimmers at all. i 


Garden strimmers kill or seriously main 
many hedgehogs every year 


Deliberate hazards 


The deliberate killing and maiming of wild hedgehogs 


represents the last category of hedgehog hazards. 


This hedgehog was 
poisoned by formaldehyde 
after falling into a dog loo 


with homeopathy and healing 










and was successfully treated 


VITALIN 


Complete dog food 


For more details of the Vitalin range of complete 
dog foods send for a free feeding guide to:- 


KENNEL NUTRITION LTD 
Freepost WAA, Dallamires Lane, Ripon, 
North Yorkshire HG4 11T 
Tel: (01765) 605156 Fax: (01765) 690408 


(no stamp required) 








Wildlife Care & Rehabilitation 


ONE DAY COURSES BY WILDLIFE AID 


Saturday 7th March. Wildlife 
Care and Rehabilitation for 
Beginners. A course in the 
general care and treatment of 
injured wildlife, basic first aid, 
feeding, accommodation of 
injured, and also what you can 
do to care for and encourage 
wildlife in your garden. 


Saturday 21st March. First Aid 
for Wildlife. An intensive 
course on all aspects of first aid 
for wildlife casualties, covering 
minor and major injuries and 
basic procedures including 
long term care. 


Saturday 4th April. Hand 
Rearing Mammals. Dietary 
and physiological requirements. 
Includes all you need to know 
about caring for hedgehogs, 
how to monitor them through 
the year, recognising and treating 
problems. 


Saturday 25th April. Hand 
Rearing Birds. The A-Z of how 
to do it. Different species you 
may encounter. 


<z 


Widlife Aid 
Actively caring for % British wildlife 


24-hr Emergency Helpline 0839 800132 
(calls charged at 49p per minute) 


Saturday 16th May. Rescue, 
Rehabilitation and Release. 
How to tackle the problems of 
capture, necessary equipment 
and how to use it safely. 
Preparation for release. 


Saturday 13th June. A 
Veterinary Introduction to 
Wildlife. Common illnesses, 
injuries and treatment, including 
handling, administering med- 
ication, types of medication, 
and dosage. A course useful to 
veterinary nurses. 


Saturday 11th July. Wildlife 
Care for Children. A general 
introduction to different 
species of birds and mammals. 
Keeping wildlife happy in your 
garden. What to do if an animal 
is injured or ill. 


All the above courses will include an 
open forum for general discussion. 
All courses are in Surrey at venues 
to be aunounced. Day course fee 
£60 (25% discount for registered 
Students) Children’s day course 
£30. Places are limited so call now 


for your free information pack - 


01372 377332 


Regd. Charity No. 297610 
Randalls Farmhouse, Randalls Road, 
Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 OAL 
Tel 01372 377332 Fax 01372 375183 
e-mail: wildlife@pncl.co.uk 
heep://www.wildlife-aid.org.ukiwildlife 














FEED YOUR 
DOG FOR £34 
WEEK OR LESS! 


WITH BOWSER COMPLETE DOG FOODS — 
and here’s the first week FREE! 











Available from all leading 
Pet Superstores and all 
good Pet Shops. 


Use this voucher 
for £3 off any 
20K@ bag of 
Bowser 

Deg Food! 


for further information phone 


a a 
Nuirimix 
freephone (0800) 592069 


Retailer: post to Carolyn Evans, Nutrimix, Boundary Road, Lytham, 
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t was a timeless sort of day. The sun was warm, the land 
[<= quiet and the only sounds of this late autumn 

afternoon were those of the rustling leaves, a keening 
wind that blew high above and Asia’s soft padded feet that 
walked the path in his winter home. 


Soon the landscape would change. The glorious orange, 
burning red and flame yellow contours that smothered the 
hills would empty. 


So far no guns had gone off but he had left early, having risen 
at dawn to take leave of his summer home. As usual, the 
silver rabbit, Burrows, had tried to persuade Asia to stay. 
“You are stubborn and stupid. That forest is a death trap. 
You could be hurt, killed even. Why put yourself in such 
danger? We have food aplenty and space abounds - why 
must you leave?” But Asia had been adamant. His spirit was 
like that of the birds. When the sun moved across to the 
other side of the world, so did he. No, he had done the 

right thing. a 


Yet... Yet sometimes Asia wished he 
didn’t have to go. Sometimes Asia 
wanted what Burrows had. 
Someone to lay down with at 
night and watch the stars 
with when the sun went 
on, a soul to share love 
and friendship. He had 
mates of course but 

what Asia wanted was § 
something that went 
deeply beyond what 
most his friends 
searched for - a soul 
mate. Maybe this was 
why he did not stay 
behind. 


By now Asia had 
reached the entrance to 
the woods. For a 
second he hesitated, 
feeling a momentary fear - at 
the silence beyond, the 
unknown. Then, shaking himself, 
he took a deep breath, gathered his 
courage and stepped inside the dense ¥ 
forest. 


Scents from summer still lingered; evening fires long burnt 
out, the scent of laughter and happiness of a summer past - 
all rose nostalgically like a last drift of smoke. 


When he reached the lake, Asia relaxed. Only a little while 
and he would be home. Skipping over a log, he felt a glint of 
sun through the trees and happiness rose inside him. His 
hearth, his bed, the long months of peace and safety until 
spring - what joy. 


Boom! The ground shook, throwing Asia off balance. Boom, 
boom! Heart pounding, Asia stood up. It was the guns, the 
guns. And the men! Terrified, he tried to think as panic began 
to overtake him. Where could he hide? He was not small 
enough to burrow under the soil like moles, nor did he have 
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wings to fly away. There was nowhere to run. 


For a second he contemplated the trees, the 
carpet of leaves, the empty 
hills, What to do? The baying 
came over the hill and more 
gunshots went off as Asia 
looked at the lake. There was 
a ripple of movement. It 
must be a fish. But he was 
not a fish and he 
couldn’t swim. 


Panting, his silky 
black fur standing on 
end, Asia did the 
only thing he could. 
Grabbing one of the 
tendrils of ivy that 
hung on the nearest 
4 oak, he lunged, 
held, and climbed. His 
muscles ached, his 
eyes were wild with fear, 
but he crawled, slowly 
and carefully, inch by 
inch until he reached the 
lowest branch which 
hung over the river. 
<=. In the lake, from the 
ripple he made a minute ago, the deer tried 
to ignore his conscience, telling himself there was 
nothing he could do to help the cat. He had a family who 


depended on him; it would be folly to risk his life for a 
stranger... 


Asia sat on the branch shivering. By now he could smell the 
acrid smoke of the guns. Boots rustled loudly in the 
undergrowth. If only he'd listened to his friends, if only... 


“Hey you, cat. Jump on my back.” Stunned Asia turned 
towards the deep voice. “What are you waiting for?” Directly 
below his branch past the barrier thicket, Asia was amazed 
to see a deer, his great body submerged in the river, as 
anxious and trembling as he. “Well? Are you just going to sit 
there?” But Asia couldn't swim. 
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The deer hissed. “Hurry! What other choice have you got?” A 
dog barked and a man’s voice shouted, snapping Asia 
upright on the branch. The deer was right. And so drawing 
in a breath, Asia steeled his small body - and jumped. 


Air swooshed, throwing him into space, freeing him from 
gravity. Was this how birds felt? He wondered, gasping as he 
dropped down, down. His thumping heart was spinning and 
his pulse sang in his ears. Not daring to look down, Asia 
wondered if this was his last moment. 


“Put your claws in,” cried the deer. 


Falling with a thump on his friend's back, Asia realised he 
had made it, but before he could utter a word the earth 
suddenly thundered, and smoke, shouts and _ flying 
cartridges filled the air. “Hold on,” whispered the deer and, 
taking a deep breath, Asia and the deer ducked under the icy 
water. 


Like flying, being underwater was a new experience for Asia, 
but surprisingly he felt no abhorrence. Rather, the cool 
liquid and thick covering of leaves gave him great comfort. 


After a few minutes the land stopped its rumbling and the 
deer raised his head, lifted them up and gently began to 
swim to the other side of the lake. 
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When they reached land, Asia jumped off his friend’s back. 
“Thank you, if it hadn't been for you ...” 


“Think nothing of it,” said the deer brusquely, “and my name 
is Rudder.” 

“My friends call me Asia.” 

Basking in the warmth, the animals walked, side by side. 
“How do you live like this?” Asia ask ed. 

“You're not from around here, are you.” 

“I'm from the valley - in summer. In winter I live on the other 
side of the forest.” 

“You are lucky, Asia. For me, there is nowhere else | can go. 
This is my home, year in year out.” 

“But - the danger! Why stay where death lurks?” 

“And where does death not lurk, my friend? You answer me 
this and then maybe I'll be of a different mind,” said the 
animal with great kindness. 


“You cannot fight nature, my friend,” he said, tipping his 
head towards his great chest. “It is here, in the heart. 
Pumping and flowing through us like the great trees and hills 
that surround us. My spirit would not allow anything else, 
and I think you feel this too. We are a part of nature and must 
respect it - even if others don’t”. 


* They stopped. The edge of the forest was only a few feet 


away.Asia spoke, realising a new truth. “Only yesterday I said 
goodbye to my friends - a comfortable home, the safety ... 
But I couldn't stay; I had to go, and now...” He broke off and 
Rudder interrupted, a smile lighting his face. “And now even 
after escaping death, you would do it again.” 


Nodding, Asia turned to speak ... only to discover the deer 
had gone. 


His friend had returned to his destiny. Stepping out, Asia 
gave one last glance, turned then walked down the hill. 


Once again, only the rustle of the leaves, the keening wind 
and his gentle footsteps could be heard as Asia headed 
towards his .... 
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any dog owners are worried that, if their dog has to be 

bathed, or if it goes swimming or gets wet during a rainy 
walk, any flea treatments they have applied will be washed 
away. 

New trials of Advantage, Bayer’s spot-on flea treatment, 
show that, even when dogs are immersed in water once a 
week, the treatment is still 99 per cent effective two weeks 
after application and 90 per cent effective after 28 days. 

In another trial, dogs* were shampooed four days after 


DURATION OF EFFICACY OF 
ADVANTAGE FLEA CONTROL ON DOGS 
AFTER SHAMPOOING 


treatment with Advantage, which still killed over 92 per cent of 
the fleas the dog came into contact with 28 days later. 

“As many dogs find water irresistible, this is reassuring proof 
for pet owners that shampooing or their dog getting wet will not 
necessarily have a significant effect on their flea control 
regime,” said Jane Farrant of Bayer Animal Health. 
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sing technology originally designed to relieve pain in 

humans, these special veterinary TSE devices can make 
life more comfortable for pets (particularly dogs and cats) 
suffering from long-term, painful conditions. 

TSE stands for Transcutaneous Spinal Electroanalgesia, 
and relieves pain anywhere in the body. Two special collars 
are placed on the surface of the skin or fur, over the head and 
around the ‘waist’, and produce electrical stimulation which 
affects the pain signals which are processed through the spinal 
cord. Only chronic (long-term) 
pain is affected, so if an 

anima! which usually 
responds to the therapy 
is still in pain after a 
session of TSE, or if new 
signs arise, owners 
should consult their vet, 
in case a new condition is 
affecting their pet. 
Treatment sessions 
usually take place every week 












* After injuring himself in a bad fall 
down a scree slope, this dog’s limbs 

..- became stiff and painful, but TSE 

ay helped keep him happy and active 


Help for pets in pain 





to ten days, and last 10 
to 20 minutes. The 
pain relieving effects 
can last for between 
several days and 
several hours. If the pain 

has been very severe then 
the sessions will have to be 
more frequent - perhaps every 
day or every few days. 

There are no known side 
effects, and the animal can 
carry on taking any other —— 
complementary medicine prescribed by your vet and continue 
to live a normal life. 

Some pets may be reluctant to wear the collars at first, but 
generally they settle down as soon as the collars are in place 
and the machine is switched on. Most pets become very 
relaxed during treatment, and some (especially dogs) even fall 
asleep. 

Many veterinary surgeries now have TSE devices, and if 
yours is one of them, your vet will be able to advise you 
whether the technique could help your pet. Some vets also 
allow patients to hire the devices to use in their own homes. 

If your vet would like more information on Vet TSE, the 
number to contact is: 01200 444 449. 


Veterinary TSE brought 
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pain relief to this feline 
cancer sufferer 
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SUION D. 


Each reader whose question 
is published will win a voucher 
redeemable against a small 
pack of feed, courtesy of 
Burgess Supafeeds. With an 
extensive range of Supa 
Feeds products - froma 
variety of Complete Dry Dog 
Foods, nutritionally complete 
feeds for horses, and a range 
of complementary feeds for all small animals like rabbits, 
guinea pigs, hamsters and 
chipmunks, Burgess have a feed to 
suit most of our family friends 

Please send your questions to: 

A Problem Solved, WAA, 27 Lark 
Avenue, Moormede, Staines, Middx 
TW18 4RX. Although we answer as many of your questions as 
possible on these pages, we regret that we cannot answer 
letters personally, so please do not enclose an SAE. If you are 
at all worried about your pet's health, you should take it to the 
vet immediately. 
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Dear Andrew, 
My two guinea pigs, both suffer from mites. My vet gave 
them an injection to kill the mites. They continued scratching 
so | took them back ten days later for another injection. | also 
have a dwarf lop rabbit which lives with them - could it pick up 
the mites as well? 
| know there are small animal shampoos 
available and | wondered how often | 
should use this to bath my guinea 
pigs. 


Mrs E Hurren 


Dear Mrs Hurren, 

Guinea pigs suffer from 
skin mites quite frequently. 
These mites are tiny parasites 
- too small to see with the 
naked eye - which live within 
the skin where they cause intense 











A\VUOUD aR 
Dear Peter 

My rabbit keeps escaping from the large pen | built for her 
last year. We often find her hiding behind the compost heap, 
but sometimes she gets into my neighbour's garden. We are 
moving house soon and I’m worried that she might get lost. 
Would it be safe for her to wear a collar and ID tag? 

Alana Dennis 
Dear Alana, 

Rabbits can be real Houdinis sometimes, but rather than 
trying to find a suitable collar and ID tag, | think it would be far 
wiser to invest in an escape-proof hutch and enclosed run. 
These can be fairly simple to build for yourself, or there are 
several commercially-produced designs available from your 
local pet store. 
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Our guest experts this time are: 
Vet Andrew Gardiner 
Animal Behaviourist 

Dr Peter Neville 

















scratch themselves so much that they bleed, and very bad 
infested animals can die. 

Most vets treat this condition using a series of injections, 
and this is usually very successful. Washes and baths may 
occasionally be used on advice from a vet, but many owners 
have difficulty bathing guinea pigs. Their pets become very 
upset and stressed, which is dangerous in itself. General 
purpose shampoos purchased from pet stores or 
supermarkets are unlikely to help guinea pigs suffering from 
skin mites and, if the skin is very sore, they could make 
matters worse. 

Taking some skin scrapings may help your vet make a 
diagnosis, but the condition is so common that many vets can 
recognise it contidently from the appearance of the guinea pig 
and the information given by the owner. If any other animals 
housed with infected guinea pigs start to show signs of skin 
problems, they should be taken to the vet as well. 










These outdoor runs can be moved fairly easily onto new 
areas of lawn, once your rabbit has eaten the grass in any one 
area. Collars and ID tags may help others return your rabbit to 
you if she gets lost and is found, and a microchip ID implant 
may also be a good idea but, unfortunately, they all depend on 
your rabbit allowing someone unfamiliar to approach and pick 


her up in the first place! Better to keep her securely in her run 
and hutch. 
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Use this vewdher 
for £3 eff any- 
20K@ bag of 
Bowser Complete 
Beg Food 


FEED 





Pet Superstores and all 
good Pet Shops. 


for further information phone 


a a 
‘Nuirimix 
freephone (0800) 592069 


Retaile: 
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Why insure your pet? 

Petchoice. brought to you by Entertainment 
& Leisure Ins. Services and underwritten by 
the UK’s quality specialist. pet Insurance 
Company. offers a very competitive price 
and excellent insurance cover. This 
EXCEPTIONAL OFFER gives you 45 days 
insurance cover completely FREE OF 
CHARGE if you take out a monthly policy 
payable by direct debit or credit card - 
saving you up to £17 in your first: year 
alone. Who else offers you such a 

wide range of valuable insurance 

cover, combined with a ; 
superb sympathetic 

claims service al sucha 

competitive price? 

Insurance premiums 

costs from only 

£3.95 for a 

monthly policy. 


What to do now? 
Select the plan - Basic. Prime. Select or 
Super. Decide on a yearly or monthly policy. 
Then phone 0700 0800 


cover ora [ree quole. 


PLADY 04/97D 


| vol 
| DOG FOR £3 A 
WEEK OR LESS! 


| WITH BOWSER COMPLETE DOG FOODS 
and here’s the first week FREE! 


Available from all leading 





1st to Carolyn Evans, Nutrimix, Boundary Road, Lytham, Lancashire, FY8 SHU. 


Order Form 


Value for money 


COVER 
1, VET'S FEES FOR ILLNESS AND ACCIDENT 


Inel_hoypitahsation teatment and referral 


Witdtife 
Actively caring for® British wildlife 
Wildlife Aid is one of Britain’s 
leading wildlife charities and 
was recently the subject of a 
13-part series, ‘Wildlife SOS’, 
on Channel Five. 
This new video, an ideal 
Christmas gift, captures on 
film the tireless work of the 
volunteers who rescue and 
care for injured and 
orphaned wildlife. 


Video running time 60mins. 


Wildlife Aid, Randalls Road, 
Leatherhead Surrey KT22 OAL 


24hr National 
emergency helpline 
0839 800132 


(49p per minute) 


with your card details on: 


01372. 377332 


enclose a [_] Cheque 
Name /Address: ........sceescccseesneeoee 


To order by post please complete the detai 
our address (above). (Complete on a separ 


tid 


SB ame 


If you wish to order by credit card please call our order line 





_] Postal order for Bow... 
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SELECT 
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45 D, 
YC ns . 
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SUPER 





wry 


£1500 £ 


£2500 


3500 £2800 


CT 


£6000 £4800 





2. VET'S FEES FOR COMPLEMENTARY MEDICINE 


Incl physiotherapy, homeopathic or herbal mediemes or acupuncture 


£1500 £1200 


£2500 £2000 


£3500 £2800 


£6000 £4800 





3. DEATH FROM ILLNESS 


Hf petaies we can pay upto the pce pad or market value which ever is less 


£900 £720 


£2250 £1800 





4, DEATH FROM ACCIDENT 
Te petaies we ean pay up the pnce pau oF market value which ever i fess 


£600 £480 


£900 £720 


£2250 £1800 





5. BOARDING KENNEL/CATTERY FEES 


In hospital for mote than 3 days we can cover the cost at boarding 


£1000 £800 


£1250 £1000 


£1500 £1200 





6. HOLIDAY CANCELLATION 


Due to emergency surgery on Your pet within [4 days of departure 


£1500 £1200 


£3250 £2600 


£4000 £3200: 





7. ADVERTISING AND REWARD 


HH pet goes missing sou may Want to advertise andl ene arena 


£1000 £800 


£1250 £1000 


£1500 £1200 





8 LOSS BY THEFT OR STRAYING 


We pay you up to the price you pad or the market value whichever 8 fess 


£600 £480 


£900 £720 


£2250 £1800 





9. ACCIDENTAL DAMAGE 


For acetdental damage you are not legally habe for 


£400 £320 


£500 | £400 


£1000 £800 





10. BURGLAR REWARD 


your dog Gatebes an intruder n sour home 


£300 £240 


£500 £400 


£750 £600 


£1250 £1000 








11. THIRD PARTY LIABILITY 
HW you ae legally hable an case of damage or uquny 


£1.25 £1 
Million Million 


£1.25! £1 
Million Million 


£1.25) £1 
Million Million 


£1.25 £1 
Million Million 











PREMIUM 


Monthly Yearly 


Monthly Yoarly 


Monthly Yearly 


Monthly Yearly 





DOG 


£7.95 £79.50 


£8.95 £89.50) 


£9.85 £98.50 


£10.85 £10850} 








LOWER 
gah) 


CA 








£3.95 £39.50 





£6.95 








£7.95 | £79.50 





T 
800 for immediate 
Tel: 0700 0800 8 
i 


Entertainment & Leisure Ins. Services - PO Box 100, York YO5 9SZ 


£4.95 £49.50 





7 ‘Open 


£69.50 


8am-9pm Monday-Friday 


Sam-6pm Saturday-Sunday 
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Moving to a new home 
can be bewildering, so 
make sure it isn’t 
traumatic for your new 
cat or kitten 





Getting prepared 


efore you bring your cat home, make preparations for 
her arrival and make sure you have the necessary 


equipment. 

Arrange to collect your cat when you can be at home for at 
least the next two days. The house should be as quiet as 
possible, so avoid Christmas and any other busy time. Place 
the cat’s bed, litter tray and feeding bowls in a quiet, warm 
room ready for her arrival. 


Equipment 
Bed 


Your cat will probably be perfectly happy to sleep in a 
cardboard box, with a door cut in one side and lined with a 
blanket or old sweaters for warmth. However, you can 
purchase cat beds ranging from a traditional circular wicker 
basket with a cushion to a sheepskin hammock that hooks 
over a radiator, with all manner of bean bags and cosy ‘igloos’ 
in between. 








BB ewiin ABOUT ANIMALS 


Carrying basket 


This will be useful throughout your cat's life, so buy a good 
quality one. They range from the traditional wicker basket to 
modern versions made of plastic coated wire. 


Litter Tray 


Even if your cat will be allowed outside eventually, she will 
need a litter tray during the first few weeks. You can opt for a 
cheap-and-cheertul plastic tray or a deluxe model with a high 
clip-on lid with an access hole, which prevents her from kicking 
litter everywhere and also helps to control any unpleasant 
smells. 

There are various types of litter, ranging from highly 
absorbent fullers’ earth to compressed wood pellets. 

Remove soiled litter with a scoop, leaving the rest fresh. 
Litter should be changed completely once a week. 


Feeding bowls 


Your cat will need her own food and water bowls. Heavy 
glazed bowls are easier to clean and less likely to be tipped 
over than plastic ones. 


A comfortably 
padded cardboard 
box makes a good 

cat bed 








Longhaired cats need a lot 
of careful grooming 


Grooming gear 


Start a regular grooming routine from an early age. 
Shorthaired cats need a bristle brush and a fine toothed metal 
comb. Longhaired cats need a brush and both fine toothed and 
wide toothed combs. 


Collar 

If you wish to put a collar on your cat, make sure it is an 
elasticated or quick-release collar bearing a tag with your 
address and phone number on it (in case the cat should get 
lost or be involved in an accident). 


Toys 


These are important, especially for kittens, but don’t need to 
be elaborate. A simple piece of string or a ping-pong ball can 
give hours of fun. [Remember, play must always be 
supervised]. 


Scratching Post 


Most cats with access to a garden will soon select a favourite 
tree or post, but while she is indoors, provide your cat with a 
scratching post, otherwise she might decide to use your sofa. 
Pet stores offer a wide variety of scratching posts, but you can 
easily construct one from a simple log of non-splintering wood 
attached to a sturdy base, or a piece of carpet attached to a 
post or wall. Make sure that it is tall enough to give the cat a 
full stretch and strong enough so she can really pull on it. 


Cat_Flap 


A cat flap fitted to an outside door allows the cat ready 
access in and out. Some can be set to ‘in only’ or ‘out only’, or 
locked. Some are activated by a small magnet hung on the 
cat’s collar, solving the problem of stray cats wandering in 
uninvited. 


The homecoming 


Place a towel or an old sweater inside the carrier when you 
collect your cat, to give her a chance to ‘sniff out’ your home in 
advance. Then take the cat to her room and watch quietly. 
Once she has grown accustomed to this room you can let her 
out to inspect the rest of the house. 





ADVI 


Safety First 
Kittens and nervous cats will seek out the 
most obscure places to rest and hide, so 
ensure that fireplaces and chimneys are 
temporarily blocked off before bringing 
your cat home. Make sure that all the 
doors and windows are securely closed, 
too. 














Young kittens may be nervous and bewildered after leaving 
their mother and litter mates, so offer them lots of strokes and 
cuddling if they will accept it. It's only natural for everyone to 
make a fuss of the new arrival, but don’t force your attention on 
her. Wait for her to approach you and don’t reach out to grab 
or pet her. Slowly hold out your hand to sniff, and dangle a 
piece of string for her to play with. 

At first it is best to continue to serve the food your cat is used 
to, as strange foods might upset her tummy. Then you can 
gradually introduce the food you want to serve over three or 
four days. 

Once your cat has settled in, take her to the vet's for a 
general health check. They can advise you about health care: 
feeding, parasite control, vaccination and neutering. You might 
also consider having your cat microchipped. 

After three weeks or so, when the cat is fully familiar with the 
house, she can be allowed into the garden for short periods 
(remember that cats should not go out until a week after their 
initial course of inoculations). Let her out before a meal so she 
comes back to eat, and always stay with her on the first few 
occasions. 








This feature is adapted from “Caring For Your Cat’, in 
association with the CPL. Published by HarperCollins 
at £9.99 in hardback. 






y Copies of the book, in 
caring hardback, are available from 

peas bookshops and by mail order 
ore e from HarperCollins Publishers, 
ae Dept 216F, Westerhill Road, 
Bishopsbrigg, Glasgow G4 
| 2QT, price £9.99 (free post and 
packing) - or telephone the 
| Credit Card Hotline on 0141 
306 3349 quoting Dept 216F. 
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GRELYEUE 


COMFORTS 


SUPA 
HAMSTER, 


Food for Supa tlamsters 
(and gerbils) 


77 and gerbils can be notoriously picky eaters - some rodents don't like the 
taste of pellets, so they leave them uneaten at the bottom of the dish. Unfortunately, 
it’s usually these pellets that are supplemented with vitamins and minerals, as well as 
providing the animals with sufficient fibre, so if they are not eaten, the animals may not 
receive all the nutrients they need. 

To overcome these problems, Burgess have launched Supa Hamster pellet-free. The 
vitamins and minerals are incorporated throughout the feed, while fibre is provided in 
tasty sugar beet. It also contains ail the usual hamster goodies such as peas, locust 
bean chips, peanuts, sunflower seeds and maize. 

Supa Hamster pellet-free costs £1.70 (RRP) for a 1.5kg bag. In some pet shops, 
it is also available by weight. 





Persuading picky eaters 


MM: dogs and many cats will eat whatever is — Stewart Pet Food Flavor Enhancer can be lightly 


put in front of them. However, this is no 
consolation if yours is a fussy eater. Also, pets 
are sometimes prescribed special diets by their 
vets, for medical problems such as obesity, liver 
or kidney problems, and if a pet decides it does- 
n't like the taste of these prescription diets, the 
consequences could be more serious. Also, 
some medications are given in foods, and some 
canine connoisseurs turn up their noses at meals 


that have medicine mixed in. 


Help is at hand for the owners of fussy eaters! 


5 


lighter than typical clay cat litters and 
ighter than typical mineral cat litters. 
unlike some other paper cat litters, 
within the individual pellets. The high 
Is bacterial action which causes 


10 


} and 50 litre packs, which retail for 
.25 respectively. 


sprinkled on food, and is very effective at persuad- 
ing animals to eat. It contains beef and chicken pro- 
tein as well as dried brewers yeast - all of which 
dogs and cats love. The texture of the powder also 
improves the ‘mouth feel’ of food. 

Stewart Flavour Enhancer is available in Dog and 
Cat Formulas, and is only available from veterinary 
surgeries, for approximately £5.30 for a 50g shaker 
Pot, which lasts approximately two to three months. 
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ook out for these elegant Christmas Selection Boxes from 

Winalot. Discerning canines will love the sachet of Winalot 
Shapes biscuits, sachet of Winalot special biscuits, a mixed 
flavour variety four biscuit pack on Bonio biscuits, a pack of 
chicken flavoured Winalot Rewards and, for a special festive 
treat - a Bonio biscuit covered in special dog chocolate! Price: 
£1.89 from supermarkets. 


Free Sunday dinners from Asda 


f you buy six cans of Tiger cat food or Hero dog food from 
Asda, they'll give you a 7th can absolutely free. 

Asda Hero is available as a complete dry food as well as in 

cans, and satisfies hearty appetites, while keeping dogs in 








@ ADVICK | 


y Stocking up for your cats 
| Christmas 


‘This Felix Rascal’s Christmas Stocking contains enough goodies to keep 
/ any cat out of mischief on Christmas day. Each stocking contains a 
Rascal’s Reward foil meal with duck and chicken, a packet of Rascal’s 
Reward Crisp, a packet of Rascal’s Reward Meaty Sticks with salmon and 
trout, and a novelty Catnip mouse. Price: £2.99 from supermarkets. 





lean, active condition. Varieties include new Chicken & Rice 
and Lamb & Vegetables in popular Original recipes; tasty Pasta 
Napolitana with Chicken & Tuna in Chunks, and established 
favourites like Beef & Heart. 400g cans cost 42p, 800g cans 
cost 74p and new giant 
1.2kg cans cost 99p. 

Asda Tiger is avail- 
able in three delicious 
recipes - Original, 
Select Cuts with Gravy 
or Select Cuts in Gel. 
There are 13 different 
flavours to choose 
from, such as Trout & 
Shrimp in Gel, Duck & 
Heart in Gravy, Lamb & 
Turkey, plus Chicken, 
Beef or Salmon. Price: 
41p per 400g can 
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hen cats use their litter trays, their paws may 
become damp and litter, particularly if it is the 
clumping type, may get stuck to their fur and between 
their toes. Because cats are such clean animals, their 
natural instinct is to groom away the litter, and often, 
some of it may be swallowed in the process. 
Swheat Scoop is a new, all-natural, cat litter, made 
from 100% wheat, so it is totally safe if it is swallowed. 
It is even recommended for kittens which sometimes 
eat their litter! Swheat All 
m Scoop contains no 
chemicals or preserva- 
__ tives, but 
<a the grain has a 
| pleasant natural 
~ | fragrance. Also, 
~.  Swheat Scoop 
wgae ) does not con- 
tain potentially 
harmful — crys- 
talline silica 
H dust. 

The fine, white 
particles that 
you see in 
Swheat Scoop 








Natural safety in the litter tray 








are not dust, but particles of flour, which contain starch. 
This forms solid lumps in contact with urine, which can 
be easily removed. 

The litter tray should be kept well-filled (to a depth of 
approximately four inches) and scooped daily (you may 


Even maintaining a good depth of litter in the tray and 
completely changing its contents approximately every 
30 days (once again, more often if the tray is heavily 
ral used), Swheat Scoop lasts well, and is economical in 
comparison with other litters. 

If your cat is an enthusiastic digger, a ‘litter tray dancer’ 
or tracks litter around the house, you will be glad to 
hear that Swheat Scoop 
shows minimal tracking. 
Swheat Scoop is available 
in 7lb bags, with a 
Recommended Retail 
Price of £6.50, from cat 
shows and selected pet 
shops. Larger sizes will 
shortly be produced, and 
the number of outlets 
stocking Swheat Scoop is 
set to expand. 





Petsurance from the PDSA 


a largest veterinary charity has launced an insurance 
scheme called PDSA Petsurance. There is a choice of two 
premium levels - £81 or £63 for dogs, and £48 and £38 for 
cats. £5,000 medical cover per year is offered, plus recovery 
fees for missing pets, boarding fees if the owner is hospi- 
talised, holiday cancellation cover, third party cover and trav- 
el allowance for referral to another veterinary surgeon. There 


are no supplements for large breeds, pedigrees or postcode 
area. 

And insurers have the satisfaction that they are helping the 
PDSA too, as all procedes from the insurance scheme go 
directly into treating the thousands of animals the charity sees 
every day. 

For more information, or instant cover, call: 

0990 50 20 55. 
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Petsurance 


Protection for your pet, peace of mind for you 
Speen ape erp tad gree eer 
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One of the first PDSA Petsurance 

F policy holders was GMTV presenter 
i Fiona Phillips, who insured her dog 
| Bismarck 


need to scoop more often if several cats use the tray). |~ 


How you can help 
the Brooke Hospital 
for Animals 


OU can too easily find half crippled, mal- 

nourished working animals in the Hast 
today. Every week we give free treatment to 
thousands of suffering horses and donkeys 
and save many more from years of cruel 
labour. 

For 825 we can provide up to 5 days of life- 
saving hospital care. Just 2 will enable us to 
give an all-important preventive treatment. 
We know how to get the best value from every 
penny. 

Please help. Send what you can by cheque 
or credit card to: 

Richard Searight, Brooke Hospital for 
Animals, Dept. GWAO6 Broadmead House, 
21 Panton Street, London SW1Y 4DR. 

Or call us on 0171 930 0210. 


I want to help care for sick horses and donkeys. 


T enclose a gift of: 


Card No 
Expiry date__ /__ 


(IP SENDING A CHEQUE, PLEASE MAKE IT PAYABLE TO BROOKE HOSPITAL 
FOR ANIMALS. IF PAYING BY CREDIT CARD, PLEASE GIVE THE ADDRESS 
WHERE YOU RECEIVE YOUR STATEMENT.) 


Or debit my Access/Visa 


CHARITY NO. 207869 
GWAO6 


NAME: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 


Address 











HAND TO 
PAW 


North Cottage, Great Hayes 
Headley Common Road 
Headley, Surrey KT18 6NE 
Tel/Fax 01372 375302 or 0831 619 847 


ANIMAL 
RESCUE 
DIRECTORY 1996/97 


A comprehensive listing of over 800 animal 
rescue centres for wildlife, domestic and 
farm animals in the United Kingdom 


Over 100 National and International 
animal welfare and conservation 
organisations 


Definitive guide to keeping pets and helping 
animals worldwide 


FOREWORD BY CELIA HAMMOND 
PROFITS TO BRITISH ANIMAL 
CHARITIES 


Now Available — Reserve Your 
Copy Now 


ONLY £2.95 (plus p&p) 


Number of books............. @ £2.95 each £ 
plus £1 p&p per book 
I enclose cheque/PO made payable to 
Hand To Paw for £ 


























THE DOGS’ HOME 
BATTERSEA 


4 Battersea Park Road, London SW8 4AA 
Tel: 0171-622 3626 


The Home was founded in 1860 by Mrs Mary Tealby in 

Holloway. Eleven years later it moved to the current site in 
Battersea because the ever increasing number of dogs had become too noisy. The Battersea site 
which was non-residential and bordered by railway lines proved ideal. The aims of the Home remain 
the same: 


@ to provide food and shelter for lost and stray dogs. @ to restore lost dogs to their owners. 
@ to find suitable homes for deserted or stray dogs at a modest charge. 
@ to provide a merciful and painless death for those that are old, injured or diseased. 


As strange as it may seem The Dogs’ Home Battersea has cats too! 


Since the 1880s the Home has been caring for stray and unwanted cats. The number of cats 
received has steadily increased over the years and during the 1980s the Home received 7,932 cats 
and already the 1990s has seen over 5,300 cats received so far. All cats received at Battersea are vac- 
cinated upon arrival and kept for a short period to give their owners the chance to find them. A very 
small percentage are ever claimed and those that remain are neutered and put up for sale when they 
are fit and healthy. 

The Cat House at Battersea accommodates up to 80 cats and our intake often exceeds the space 
we can offer but we are lucky enough to be able to call upon our country annexe at Old Windsor or 
our temporary home at Staines to help us out. Plans for a new Cattery are included in our new build- 
ing which is currently underway and will be completed by mid 1996. 


If you would like to help the cats or dogs at Battersea by offering a good home or by making a 


donation towards their welfare please contact us. 
The Home is open 7 days a week 10.30am - 4.15pm weekdays and 10.30am - 3.15pm weekends. 
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n6 November 1971 a 25-year-old Canadian woman stepped out of 

a dugout canoe into the tropical rainforest of Borneo. Her name was 

Birute Galdikas and she was about to begin a study of one of our 
closest relatives, the mysterious and endangered orangutan. Her 
research is still underway and from 3-9 November the Orangutan 
Foundation is celebrating its 26th year with International Orangutan 
Awareness Week. 


The first proof in Western records that the orangutan existed came over 
300 years ago, but until the early 1970’s very little was understood about 
this elusive ape, which only inhabits the islands of Borneo and Sumatra in 
south-east Asia. Over the last 30 years our knowledge of its lifestyle has 
vastly increased. However, over the same period of time the orangutan 
population has decreased dramatically. It is estimated that the number of 
wild orangutans has halved in the last ten years. Destruction of its 
rainforest home is the orangutan’s greatest threat. Estimates suggest that 
there are now only 5,000 orangutans left on Sumatra and 22,000 on 
Borneo. This may seem a lot, but consider for a moment that we can fit 
more than 70,000 people into Wembley Stadium. All the orangutans 
remaining in the world would not even half fill it. 


Orangutan lifestyle 


Orangutans spend almost all of their time up in the leafy rainforest canopy, 
although adult males can come down to travel on the forest floor for over 
an hour each day, sometimes to look for termites to eat. 


Orangutans are well adapted to a life in the trees, spending half of their day 
eating fruits, leaves, bark, buds, stems and occasionally bird eggs. Fruits 
are their favourite food but these tend to be widely distributed throughout 
the forest, so orangutans travel long distances each day to get enough 
food. When they are not feeding or travelling orangutans often take a rest. 
Just like us, they favour a comfortable mattress to lie on so orangutans 
build nests from interwoven branches and leaves. Young orangutans use 
mum’s rest time to play acrobatically in the branches. This play helps them 
to develop the strength and agility needed for their life in the treetops. If 
they are lucky, they might have an older brother or sister around to play 





Lisa Mather introduces Southeast Asia’s enda 





Ki 


ngered orangutans 


with, but usually young orangutans play alone 
because they do not live in large social or family 
groups like the other great apes. Generally, adult 
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undation International (OFI) was 
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females are seen with 
just one or two of their 
offspring. Usually 
youngsters only get 
the chance to play 
together when their 
mothers meet up ina 
fruiting tree, but their 
mothers usually 
ignore one another. 
The adult male 


orangutans prefer to | 


be completely alone 
and have nothing to 
do with the upbringing 
of infants. They make 
a ‘long call’ heard 


ikm away, which tells % 
other orangutans € 


where they are and 
warns adult males to 
stay away. 


Female orangutans 
are able to have 
babies when they 
reach nine to 12 years 
old. Following birth, 
infants remain very 
close to their mothers, 


night. Youngsters are 
_ weaned at three years 
and their mother usually 
has another infant when 
they reach eight years 
old. The older youngster 
can then become very 
jealous, having tantrums 
just like a human child, 
but eventually it becomes 
completely independent. 
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Orangutan Foundation 


Malay words ‘orang’, which 
and ‘hutan’, which means 
‘orangutan’ means ‘person of th 


¢ Adult male orangutans g| row toa 
feet and average 120 kilograms. 
adult females only grow L 
and 45 kilograms. 

males have large chee 


¢ The orangutans livin 
Borneo and Sumatra ai 
from one another. 
different subspecies. 
subspecies are usually dark 
Sumatran subspecies. 

of adult Bornean males are la 
of adult Sumatran males. 


* Orangutans are the 
animal in the world. Bot 
have adapted for gripp 


It is thought that o E 
beyond 50 years in the 


Birute Galdikas in 1986, in clinging to them after birth and relying on them for food, warmth and travel 
ritical situation facing orangutans _for the first few years of their life. They even share their mother’s nest at 


est habitats. With support from the 
y - ) 
“Yi 


Birute Galdikas has devoted herself to 


Take away the trees and the orangutans studying and preserving the orangutans 


cannot survive. However, the rainforests of Borneo and Sumatra are being cut 

down at an alarming rate, for timber and to make way for farmland, plantations 

and mining. Deforestation does not always remove forest in large areas. for longer than any other 1 
Sometimes it breaks the remaining forest into lots of isolated patches. When humans. a 
this happens, orangutans in different patches cannot meet up to breed. 
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inted consultant to the Indonesian 
In this role, she has been able 


nas established international chapters 
JSA, Canada, Australia, Taiwan and 
i purpose and to raise money for its 


ools, colleges, universities and 
it also encourages volunteers to 
events and manages a 


please contact: Lisa Mather, 
‘The Orangutan Foundation, 7 
‘| isaden NW1 4RP. Tel/Fax 0171 724 
ail: Redapeuk @ aol.com 
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Droscher Nielson/Orangutan Foundation 


Opening the forest 
up also makes 
orangutans 
vulnerable to illegal 
hunting. Females are 
often shot and their 
infants taken as pets. 
The chances of 
these youngsters 
surviving are poor. 
The lucky ones are 
confiscated and 
taken to rehabilitation 
centres where they 
are nursed back to 
health and 
eventually, when they 
are old enough, 
returned to suitable 
areas of protected 
forest. 
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the north, the first snow of winter may 
arrive. 


and gales and heavy rainfall are common. 


ASAT ASE 


November is often a month of gales and 
heavy rain, particularly in the west. Early 
morning fog and frost are common and, in 


There is often little sunshine in December 


In mild winters, December is usually the 
coldest month, but in severe winters the 
coldest weather generally waits until 
January or February. 





Garden lore 


he chrysanthemum appears in many guises from tiny 
sprays of daisy-like flowers to the magnificent powder-puff 
blooms grown for shows. Appearing late in the year, it is highly 
favoured for decorative arrangements and to bring colour to 
gardens. 
The chrysanthemum was written about by Confucius as early 
as 500 BC and is frequently portrayed in early Chinese art. 
Chinese nobility considered the flowers to symbolise rest and 
peacefulness. In Victorian times in England the 
chrysanthemum was the symbol of optimism and 
cheerfulness. 
An old variety of chrysanthemum from Persia is called the 
Insect Powder Plant. 
The flower 
produces a 
shower of dust 
which is 
lethal to 
many small 
insects but 
harmless to 
humans. 












Nature Notes 
Authough winter has arrived there is 
SUL much fo see in the countryside. 

| Birds tend to fly in flocks at His time 

| of the year, and with the trees bare it 

[2 enter ft nb 
In Alovember, if the weather is not too 

| este 20 loin Witty i 

| pansy may still be in bloom. Many of 
the evergreen trees and. shevbs ill nos 
have berries and in December you may 

Spot ting green catRins on the hazel 





















Fungal fun 


What have beefsteaks, brackets and honey got in common? 
They’re all fungi! Fungi are fascinating, and now is the time to 
see them in the countryside in all their glory, but it’s difficult to 
spot and distinguish the different kinds if you are not an 
expert, and several of them are extremely poisonous. Also, 
some species are threatened by unscrupulous picking. 
Throughout the autumn, the Wildlife Trusts’ fungus experts are 
leading ‘fungal forays’ into the countryside, and giving fungus- 
themed talks. 


ra Nah 
Honey fungus 
For details of your nearest Wildlife Trusts Branch running 
fungus-related events, contact the Wildlife Trusts’ HQ: 01522 
544 400. 
And just because summer is over, it doesn’t mean that events 
by Wildlife Watch - the junior wing of the Wildlife Trusts - have 
wound down for the winter. You could learn how to recognise 





For more information on these events, and many 
more, contact the Wildlife Trusts’ HQ (see ‘Fungal 
Fun’). They will be able to put you in touch with your 
nearest branch, or the branch organising a 
particular event. Dates for events were correct 
when WAA went to press, but please check with 
your local branch before attending. 















The Wildlife Trusts 








Trees for the next 
os e 
millennium 
Seven thousand years ago, 80 per cent of England was covered by 
woodland. One thousand years ago, this had fallen to only 20 per 
cent and by the middle of the 14th Century this had fallen'to only 10 
per cent. 
The lowest point for English woodland came at the beginning of the 
1200s, when the all time low of five per cent was reached. Now, 
woodland cover stands at around 7 per cent. 
The Forestry Commission and Countryside Commission prepared 
a report on the subject, and the government now plans to increase 
Britain’s woodland cover over the next 50 years to replace the trees 


lost over the past Millennium. This amounts to a doubling of the tree 
cover in our countryside. 






trees when they are bare of leaves, or make plaster prints 
of leaves that have fallen. Or why not learn why and where 
migratory birds fly to in the winter, and find out how you 
can help those that stay behind. There are plenty of 
organised walks to join - some of them at night - and 


parties and barbecues for party animals! 


These are just a few of the events on offer for 
children this autumn: 

Grafham, Cambridgeshire: Explore the seashore and 
underwater world (10 November) 

Milton, Cambridgeshire: Tree Dressing (1 November) 
Warboys, Cambridgeshire: Bats (5 November) 
Stockport, Cheshire: Tree dressing (30 November) 
Winchester, Hampshire: Woodland wander (9 


Forest Life Picture Lib. 





November) , 

Tadley, Hampshire: Night walk on the wild side (22 = ene 
November) Sear Ra 
Loughborough, Leics: Winter buds and cones (14 

November) Why more trees? 


Brixworth, Northants: Tree planting (15 November), 
Christmas party (20 December) 

Farthinghoe, Northants: BBQ and tree dressing (30 
November) 

Belford, Northumberland: Flower party - flowery/floury 
food and games (9 November) : 
Gosforth and Jesmond, Northumberland: Leaf prints 
in plaster (15 November) 

Tynemouth, Northumberland: Birds (9 November) 
Stonegate, Sussex: Making bird feeders (10 November) 


Woodlands are important for conservation and biodiversity, 
providing food and shelter for a variety of creatures, as well as 
producing valuable timber and being important recreational areas 
for people. The trees also help regulate the carbon dioxide levels in 
the environment, and filter the air. By planting woodlands, new 
habitats are created and existing ones are linked together, enabling 
previously separated animal populations to meet and breed. 

Trees could also provide a ‘green girdle’ around towns, providing 
shelter, filtering noise and improving air quality, as well as being 
pleasant areas to visit. 


Bad news for blue tits 


he number of blue tits in British gardens 
has fallen by nearly half in the last six 
years. In the 18th Big Garden Birdwatch, 
organised by the Young Ornithologists Club 
(the RSPB’s junior section), 8,000 people 











1997’s Big Garden Birdwatch 
showed that the top ten most 


frequently seen birds are: 
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looked out for birds in their garden, and | 1 Starling 
recorded the total number of each species | 2 House sparrow 
seen at one time. The same survey in 1991 | 3 Blackbird 
found results of 3.0 blue tits per garden, but | 4 Chaffinch 
this year, the average number seen in each | 5 Blue tit 
garden was only 1.8. 6 Robin 
Young Ornithologists Club National | 7 Greenfinch 
iser Peter Holden explained: “The | 8 Great tit 
nb S seer ns is | 9 Woodpigeon 
10 Collared dove 


The survey counted about 110,000 
| individual birds, and the top ten birds 
| are similar to the 1996 survey, 
though the woodpigeon had made a 
big jump into the top ten for the first 
time. 
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“Ooh, Vitalin!” 


“Pleeeease!” 


“| could always try...” . Looking really ¢ cute?” “Ch ers, guv!” 


i Complete 
dog food 


KENNEL NUTRITION LTD 
_ Freepost WAA, Dallamires Lane, Ripon, North Yorkshire HG4 1TT 
Tel: (01765) 605156 Fax: (01765) 690408 





“Can | have some?” 





ORIGINAL || 


A nutritious, digestible mix 
of top quality micronised 
cereals, high grade meat 
proteins,vitamins, minerals 
and oils. A firm favourite for | 
over 30 years. 

(Protein 18%) 





GOLD MENU 


Meat proteins, cereals, fats 
and oils together with the 
right balance of vitamins and 
minerals. An attractive, bold, 
crunchy mix glazed overall 
in glucose syrup to enhance 
palatability and aid digestion 
(Protein 21%) 


CROWN 


Pastille shaped extrusions 
containing high quality meat | 
proteins, cereals, vitamins 
and minerals. Fat coated to 
provide greater palatability | 
and extra energy. ! 
(Protein 23%) 


LAMB & RICE 
DINNER 


New Zealand lamb and top 
quality rice feature strongly 
in this first class formulation. 
Low in gluten and having a 
high level of digestibility, it 
can be fed to dogs with 
colitis or dietary related 
eczema. (Protein 27%) 


| puppy | 


| A small granule expanded 
product especially formulated 

to meet the exacting 

| nutritional requirements of 
growing puppies. Rich 

| highly digestible proteins, 

is fat coated for enhanced | 

eae and energy. | 

| (Protein 28%) fz 



































Re - the 
study of mystery ani- 
J mals - is always spring- 
ing surprises, and extraordi- 
nary beasts are met when 
least expected. So when 
WAA's editor, Carina Norris, 
arrived in Africa recently for a 
walking tour of Zimbabwe 
and Botswana’s more remote 
National Parks, she little 
realised that she would be i 


area of rocky ground, con- 
sisting of a series of large red 
spots, each an inch or two 
across, leading towards a cliff 
face, where they simply 
stopped. 


The guide commented that 
various ‘orthodox’ explana- 
tions for these trails had been 
proposed, such as spots of 
fruit juice left behind by fruit- 


pursuing the trail of a bizarre Carina tracked a mysterious eating monkeys, or simply 


creature that apparently has 
never been documented before in 
the cryptozoological chronicles. 
Nevertheless, trail it she did, and here in 
a WAA exclusive, is the strange history of 
the elusive sandewan. 


In northern Zimbabwe's Chizarira 
National Park, a white Zimbabwean 
guide showed Carina and fellow mem- 
bers of her party the sandewan’s sinister 
but diagnostic trail - for whereas other 
beasts leave behind footprints, the 
sandewan yields a trail of blood. He 
claimed that this creature was a legend 
of the local native trackers, and not spo- 
ken of by the country’s white inhabitants. 
Nevertheless, the sandewan’s trail was 
visible for all to see. It occurred on an 


























creature bird droppings. However, the 


spots certainly looked like blood, sug- 
gesting a trail left by a wounded animal. 
Moreover, as the trail consisted of dis- 
crete spots, it seemed more likely that 
the animal was running and therefore not 
badly wounded, as a seriously wounded 
animal would drag itself along the 
ground, leaving a smeared trail instead. 


But nothing in cryptozoology is 
straightforward, including the sandewan. 
From the amount of blood in the trail, it 
seemed reasonable to assume that the 
creature was large. Yet when the party 
followed the trail, it passed under low 
branches and through narrow crevices, 
where only a very small animal could 
have moved. And how could it simply 


sie 


CRT 


vanish when it reached the cliff face, 
unless it flew away on unsuspected 
wings? 


According to local lore, if anyone cap- 
tures a sandewan and presents it to the 
tribal chief, he will receive great riches. 
Unfortunately, however, there appears to 
be no record of what a sandewan actual- 
ly looks like, so unless you successfully 
follow its bloodied trail and stealthily 
pounce upon it, your chances of gaining 
such wealth are somewhat on a par with 
winning the Lottery jackpot! 


Although the biochemistry of the 
sandewan’s trail may be unique in cryp- 
tozoology, there are many other records 
of mysterious tracks left by elusive 
beasts. 


Closer to home, early one snowy 
morning in February 1855, some baffling 
tracks appeared over a considerable 
area encompassing the Devon towns of 
Topsham, Lympstone, Exmouth, 
Teignmouth, and Dawlish. The track 
looked more like a two-legged creature’s 
than a four-legged one’s, each print was 
placed eight inches ahead of the one 
before, resembled a donkey's shoe, and 
measured one to two inches across. 
Moreover, the prints appeared in the 
most unexpected locations, running 
across the tops of houses and narrow 
walls, through gardens and courtyards 
enclosed by high walls, and even vanish- 
ing in the middle of fields. 


Devon's eerie tracks became known 
as the devil's hoofprints and, like the 
sandewan’s trail, they have never been 
conclusively explained. 


As for the sandewan, until someone 
successfully tracks it to its lair, its identi- 
ty remains unrevealed. And as there are 
few things deemed to be more danger- 
ous than a wounded, bleeding animal - 
particularly one whose identity is not 
even known - how many hunters would 
be brave (or foolhardy) enough to pursue 
such a creature anyway? 
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With an Wild WILD ABOUT 


BOAO” About Animals Binder 
| SSR \S ~=—-you can store your 
Li magazines neatly and safely 


and keep them nice and tidy for 
future reference. Each Binder will 
hold up to 12 issues of your favourite 


magazine. To order your Binder fill in the B I N D E R Ss 
‘ )} ivVvewv” FR 





control is being tightened up, and species are returning in 
droves. 

Shoals of anchovy have been spotted at the estuary mouth 
and, over the last couple of years, cuttlefish, lumpsuckers, 
horse mackerel, pipefish, squid and even octupuses have 
been recorded. 


coupon below or phone Debbie Jenner on 


0171-384 3261. 








a 
Please send me............. Binder(s) at 2! enclose a cheque made payable to Aguarium atlas 
£7.50 each Contract Publishing Limited The Baensch Aquarium Atlases Volume 3 is an excellent 
, Please debit my reference book for aquarists, containing information on over 











900 species of freshwater tropic fish and 80 aquatic plants. 
Each entry has a colour photograph, plus information including 
description, habitat, how to 
distinguish males and females, social 
behaviour, pH values tolerated, 
temperature range, length of the adult 
fish, recommended aquarium size, 
feeding, breeding notes, degree of 
difficulty to keep, plus helpful hints, 
such as whether the fish is likely to 
attempt to leap out of its tank. 
The Baensch Aquarium Atlas 3 is 
available from aquatic retailers and 


good book stores, recommended 
Until recently, the waters of the Mersey Estuary were extremely retail price: £31.99 (hardback, 


e 4 e | polluted and very few species of fish and other water creatures 1] goo 5ges). For more information, contact Rolf C Hagen on 
Sta rt wit a go I dfi Ss h a n d wh o Now however, thanks 0 to the Mersey Basin Campaign, pollution DIS7ASSEE22) 
‘Il end 
knows where you'll end up. | 


e Buy some goldfish, a tank, TetraFin Goldfish food and Tetra Aquasafe 


ba OeUREE Ra aN Eg HESCE SARCTORREL ERROR EOL ccs csitheanan gene Visa/Mastercard /Delta /Switch card no 


Expiry date...........++ ich) srexssecsoreoseays 


beeen sees as Signed .......:.cseeseceeeseeeeees WILD-ABOUT 


We may, from time to fime, pass on 
your patticulars fo selected companies ANIMALS 
é which we feel would interest you: 
POSTCODE ooeseeesessseeeeeees TEL ce sito Siig aes you mola NOT tke do peso 


Ref WAA 97/2 your details please tick this box 






















SS and who knows how far you'll take your fishkeeping hobby... as By vcr 
Ce Fe # One thing's for certain — you'll find it’s fun, you'll learn something, Commer Neon tetra ne ‘ ry 
eo . ey and a goldfish tank will really make your bedroom, hall or living 1 ‘ name , acheil See ‘ 
» ae room look great... 


jaximum size: 
¢ To find out all you need to know about : 


| starting up ~ post the coupon for your FREE ie 
i ‘Keeping Goldfish Is Fun’ pack from / 

‘} Tetra. Do it right away - and who 
knows where you'll end up! 







Suitability for Aquarium ' 
The ‘neon’ is a peaceful shoaling fish which is ideal for any into breeding condi tion, 
community aquarium containing small or medium;sized fish. It is by Roger Foggitt of Tetra 
best kept apart from larger or aggressive fish. To view them at 
Nn their best, keep neons in shoals of eight or more. 


















Would you like to win one of these 
attractive Aquarian® T-shirts? To be in with a 

chance, simply send the answer to our 
/\ question, with your name and address, 
‘| to Aquarian T-shirt, WAA, Suite C, 21 
Heathmans et eee Joie 4TJ. 


Tankscaping 
In the wild, these fish inhabit areas of dense vegetation or 
open areas of fast flowing streams. Ideally, to replicate this, the 
aquarium should have large” open spaces, together with some 


’ 9 ol allP ewe densely planted areas. Use deoer such as.Mopani or Bogwood 
Tetra is. division of Parke Davis & Co Ud, St Helier Jeriey . + : S. 
as es eee ee ee to give the impression of fallen trees or tree root 









returned to? 





. 
q X 
| rt A 7 Send to Tera, Tera Goldfish Pack, PO Box 1025, Noilsea, Briel BS19 27x. I Itemid) filters are: cepamnignies @uestion ' 
é hp ye WA9/97/K. Water requirements Which British estuary wi 
ee a ea Name Age Neon tetras will tolerate a wide range of water conditions, but have octopuses recently 
A Address 


| their colours are at their best at temperatures between 68-80°F 
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“Bring your sick animals. 
Do not let them suffer. All 
animals treated. All 


treatment free” 
Notice on the door of the first PDSA, 1917 












by Isabel George 


in Tangiers. During the 1920's and 30's she took the PDSA to Egypt, 
Greece, Paris, Rumania and Palestine to name but a few. 






1934: Mrs Dickin founded the ‘Busy Bees’ club to encourage 
children to care for animals. Her friend Enid Blyton later became 
club president. The PDSA’s Pet Protector Club encourages young 
people to become involved today. 








1939-45: During World War Il the PDSA took up arms against a 
new source of animal suffering - warfare. The Animal Rescue 
Squads rescued pets from the debris of the blitz and the Ilford 
Sanatorium became home to many animals dispossessed by 
bombing raids. 









1951: Working for the animals to the last, Maria Dickin CBE died 
on March 1, aged 81. But the good work went on. 






1960: The first purpose built PDSA animal hospital opened in 
Nottingham. 






n November 1917 when London social worker Maria Dickin . 
opened her first People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals in an East 1980's: The PDSA introduced its in-house training scheme for 
End cellar, it didn’t take long for the news to spread. Free veterinary nurses; a scheme now recognised worldwide. 
veterinary treatment for the animals of the poor - was it too good The PDSA PetAid Service was introduced to give private veterinary 
to last? practices the opportunity to offer PDSA care to eligible pet owners 
Evidently not, because this year the PDSA, as we know it today, _ on the charity’s behalf, The service now operates in 64 communities 
celebrates its 80th anniversary. Eight decades of providing free in the UK. 
veterinary care for millions of sick and injured animals nationwide. 
And without the PDSA, most, if not all, of these animals would have 1997: The PDSA is still building for tomorrow, working to keep 
gone without treatment only because their jams =| pace with the never-ending demand for its free veterinary care. 
owners could not afford vets’ fees. lts team of 200 qualified veterinary surgeons and 270 nurses 
First came one cat. Then dogs, donkeys, treats over 4,800 pets for needy owners every working day. 
horses, ponies, birds, rabbits ... In no time at The state-of-the-art veterinary centres are a far cry from that 
all the tiny cellar dispensary was humble cellar dispensary of 1917, but the charity's mission remains 
overflowing. the same: to maintain Maria Dickin’s promise - “to alleviate the 
Today, patients at the PDSA’s nationwide suffering of animals” and to provide first class treatment and care. 
network of 45 modern hospitals are more — Here’s to 80 years of PDSA pet care - and here’s to 80 more! 
likely to be pets than working animals. With 
vets and nurses providing 1.4 million free 
treatments a year, the PDSA has earned its 
place as Britain’s largest veterinary charity. 







































PDSA founder, Maria 
1917: With the help of a vet friend, Maria Dickin 

Dickin opened the first PDSA in a grim, dim cellar in the 
Whitechapel district of London’s East End. When she was soon 
treating 100 animals a day, she had to move to bigger and better 
premises across the road. 







Winpenny Photography/PDSA 






1921: Maria Dickin converted an old gypsy caravan and took this 
horse-drawn dispensary across Britain treating, educating and 
setting up dispensaries. It was the first of a fleet of mobile 
dispensaries which travelled Britain for the next 50 years. 











1924: With 17 UK dispensaries, treating 150,000 animals 
annually, Maria now looked abroad and established a dispensary 
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Pot Protector 


always been the treatment of the sick pets of needy owners, but 


4: Britain’s largest veterinary charity, the PDSA’s primary role has 


vitally important is its secondary function - teaching responsible pet 


ownership. 


The PDSA’s founder, Maria Dickin, was so shocked at the suffering of 
animals caused by children, that she set up the Busy Bees movement in 


Though the Busy Bees folded in 1987, it soon 
became apparent that there was still a niche to fill, 
#, so in 1993 the PDSA launched a modern day 

equivalent - the Pet Protectors club. 
Today, young people over the age of five can 
become Pet Protectors for a membership fee 


ee 
714 eed 


The Prizes 


Ist Prize winner: 

Lifetime membership to Pet Protectors club 

A full range of Pet Protector goodies (including a 
sweatshirt, Bandaged Barney cuddly toy, pen, 
pencil, ruler, baseball cap and bum-bag) 


starting from just £4. Members receive their own 


» personalised card, membership badge and 
quarterly Animal Antics - a colourful 24 page 
Sy magazine containing information on creatures 
Ic) great and small, together with details of the PDSA 


and great competitions! 


Members are given the compete for the title of 
% Pet Protector of the Year and Young Fundraiser of 


the Year. 


Local activities are organised by PDSA fundraising staff and Pet Protectors 
join in with sponsored events or visit their local PDSA veterinary centre to see 


what goes on behind the scenes. 

Well-known TV presenters, Cheryl 
Baker, Neil Buchanan and Paul Hendy 
are presidents of the club. 

Proceeds from the club go to provide 
free veterinary treatment to sick and 
injured pets of eligible owners who 
qualify for the charitable service. 

In 1997 Pet Protectors are invited to 
celebrate the PDSA’s 80th birthday by 
taking part in special parties, anniversary 
events, or can try and win one of 80 
prizes on offer in the special November 
issue of Animal Antics. 

Anybody interested in joining the Pet 
Protectors club can take advantage of a 
special birthday opportunity - Every new 
member who enrols in November can 
join the club for half-price - ie £2 instead 
of £4. 

Memberships are available for 
individuals, families or groups. For 
further details on the Pet Protectors Club 
contact the Pet Protectors Office (Wild 
About Animals), PDSA, Whitechapel 
Way, Priorslee, Telford, Shropshire TF2 
9PQ. 

OR, why not try to win one of the great 
prizes on offer in this competition and 
you could soon be a member of the Pet 
Protectors club. 


Look for: 


2nd Prize winner: 
3 year membership to Pet Protectors club 
A full range of Pet Protector goodies 


3rd Prize winner: 
1 year membership of Pet Protectors club 
A full range of Pet Protector goodies. 


50 Runners-Up: 
1 year membership of Pet Protectors Club 


Stripy dog cuddly toy. 
The competition 


Wild About Animals Simply find the word which is not in the wordsearch and send 


Presidents 
Parties 
Busy Bees 
Family 
Individual 
PDSA 
Walks 
Lifetime 
Pen 
Animal Antics 
Cheryl Baker 
Neil Buchanan 
Groups 
Enid Blyton 
November 
Queen Bee 
Prizes 
Goodies 
Bumbag 
Pets 
Pet Protectors 
Paul Hendy 
Maria Dickin 
Birthday 
Eighty 
Badge 
Enrol 
Pencil 
Ruler 


your answer on a postcard to WAA6/Pet Protector 
Competition, Suite C, 21 Heathmans Road, London SW6 
4TJ. Entries close: 10 December 1997. 
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advice and classes. 


Toy Time 


Even Bunnies get bored 


ere’s a host of ideas from Carolina James of the Rabbit 
Charity, for simple toys to help keep your rabbit 
entertained, as a bored rabbit is more likely to be 


destructive. 
eltems made 
from 
untreated 
j straw, 
seagrass, 
willow or 
maize, such 
as mats or 
baskets 
* A hard plastic ball for nudging and rolling. 
s An old towel for digging and bunching. 
é . The cardboard tubes from inside kitchen towel and 
toilet rolls. 


¢ Paper bags, 
empty cereal 
boxes, 
cardboard egg 
| cartons, last 
] year’s phone 
book and old 
magazines to 
tear up. But if 
your bunny 
swallows the 
paper, take it 





e Awillow, hazel,apple tree branch to nibble. 


“ A large cardboard box with two or more ‘doors’, for 
hiding in, and chewing. 


The Rabbit Charity 


A new charity comes 
to the aid of rabbits 


he Rabbit Charity has been formed 
to give pet rabbits a better deal. Its 


aims are to rescue abandoned and 
unwanted rabbits, find new homes for 
them and to educate the public on the care 
of rabbits through publications, telephone 


Carolina James, a director of the Rabbit 
Charity, said: “We offer help and advice to 
pet owners on rabbit care, housing 
(indoor/outdoor) and behaviour. If you 
would like to find out how to enhance your 


RABE 







rabbit’s quality of life and your enjoyment 
of your pet, you can become a member for 
just £10 a year. Members will receive a 
copy of The Rabbit - a quarterly 
newsletter, and details of the telephone 
helpline. We also produce a journal for 
veterinary surgeons called Rabbit 
Healthcare.” 


For more information and free advice on 
rabbit-keeping please write (enclosing an 
AS SAE) to the Rabbit Charity, 5 
Ravenstone Road, London N8 OJT. A 
small donation to support the work of the 
new charity would be appreciated. 


~y 
y 
°A large 
wicker basket, 
lined with a bin 


bag, or a litter 
tray, filled with 
hay and straw 
for a variety of 
purposes such 
as digging (see 
WAA Sept/Oct, 
Litter Training your 
Bunny). 


. Hard, plastic baby A selection of bunny toys 
rattles and bricks. Avoid toys made of soft plastic. 


sh 
ES . 
a as Eliade heer sus Sea hae 2 
° A ‘baby safe’ cuddly toy - but take it away if the 
rabbit actually tries to eat it. 





e Drape a 
towel or 
piece of 
fabric 
securely 
over a chair 
to create a 
sheltered 
and cosy 
‘den’ 
underneath. 
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of nutritional excellence 


NEW IAMS RICH IN OCEAN FISH IS NOW AVAILABLE IN SPECIALIST PET OUTLETS. 
New Iams tastes of fresh ocean fish because that’s what it’s made of. We use fish as our primary ingredient 
and protein source - not just for ‘a bit of flavouring’. Iams is highly palatable and digestible which means 
your cat gets more premium nutrition per gram, so you don’t have to feed large portions. It is also free from 


sti. é 1 i i i 4 
artificial colourings, flavourings and preservatives. New Iams rich in IAMS s: 
® 


Ocean Fish. It’s the closest you can get to the real thing on dry land. GOOD FOR LIFE. 


fans 1 exclusively available at pet shops, pet superstores, vetermary clinics and other specialist outlets. For more mformation please call: Lams UK, Tel: 01293 $72100 























Send your photographs 
and captions to 
WAA/Gallery, Suite C, 
21 Heathmans Rd, 
London SW6 4TJ. 
Remember to enclose 
an SAE. 












whose 
photo is 
selected to 
7 appear on the 
7 Gallery page will 
receive a Vitapet 
goodie bag from 
Seven Seas Pet and Animal Health Care. The Star 
hoto each issue will also receive a great sweat- 
as a special prize. 
Vitapet range includes coat conditioner for 
cats and dogs, fur conditioner for small ani- 
mals and, for birds there is feather conditioner 
and energy formula. For the older or less 
mobile dog, the range also includes Vitapet R- 
rmula. 
Whatever your pet, you'll find a product in the 
Vitapet range specially formulated to keep it in 
the very best of health. 
member to write on the back of your photo 
isn't obvious from the picture) what pets 
ju have, so that, if you're one of our lucky 
ers, we know what to put in your goodie 



























































Attention Loving Pets 
For many years | had wanted a pet but as my parents are both at work and | am 
at school all day, we were worried that we would not be able to give it enough 
attention. 


We needed an animal that slept in the daytime and would wake up when we 
arrived home. 


+ 
One day | was watching a TV programme when | saw an animal which | couldn’t — 


take my eyes off. It had thick, soft, fluffy fur and huge black eyes. The cutest 
face | had ever seen. It was called a Chinchilla and originated in South America. 
| went to the library and studied about its care and needs to ascertain that it 
would be a suitable pet for me. | am now the proud owner of four Chinchillas. 
You do have to make sure that you can cater for all its needs, and they are as 
follows:- 

1) Alarge cage 

2) Lots of platforms to jump on 

3) Builders pipes to crawl through 

4) Asleeping box 

5) The correct room temperature, with no draughts or dampness 

6) An owner who is prepared to give it a lot of time and attention. 


Anna O'Dowd (12), Wolverhampton 





Recently | visited Millbrook ntre i 
First | walked around the nC 
amazed at how many kitte, 
litter, probably either aban 
homes. 

When |! visited the dogs, 
cages one by one. 3or4 


















Everyone who has something printed on these 
pages will win a copy of Usborne’s ‘How to draw 
Animals’. It is a very colourful book packed full of 
tips on how to draw and colour all kinds of agignals 









also information 
exaggerating _ feature: 
create cartoons df 
professiona 


The Black Cat 


Dark, dark eyes, glowing in the night 
Some people even get a fright 
She will not bite 





jake Sure you get 
q young animal. 
gger (11), Weybridge 






VOW DEAR, NOW HELL BEN 
LIKE A BEAR WITH A 
SORE HEAD'ALL DAY. 




























Colin Earl 











. Cat Junior is a 
brave, or if you have done something to pif 
animals, we want to hear about it. You can a 
send us your tips and ideas, letters, ee se 
photos, and your paintings and drawings ‘se 
Artists’ Corner - and remember - everyone " pte 
something printed on this page can et onl _ oo 
all their friends. They also win a prize! Send y' 7 
letters to WAA/Tails, Suite C, 21 —a- a 
London SW6 4TJ. Make sure you include sec 
address - otherwise we oar cing prone 

se an if yo phc 
Berner awe! return drawings and paintings 


|: your pets have done anything funny, clever or 


s on the back of the pack 






























Help save our 
wildlife 


Over the last few years | have become 
very interested in animals and wildlife. | 
started writing to a number of charities 
sending them donations and doing fund 
raising. , 

Now | am in the Cats Protection League 
and The Young Ornithologists Club, which 
is the junior section of the RSPB. | am 
working towards my Bronze Wildlife 
Action Award and | am doing voluntary 
work at a Local Kennel. | think that all 
animal lovers should pitch in to do their 


part to help save our wildlife! 


Hayley Cooper (12), Nottingham 


Chester the Rabbit 


Saver 


One day | was watching TV when my dog, 
Chester scratched the door to be let in. | 















oy Cindy 











3S E delicious, 
lete balanced dry cat food for kittens 
cats, which has all the goodness 

ent hungry little mouths 


remember to read the feeding 


and 


doll 


This is my pet Westie, her 
name is Cindy. 
She loves to cuddle her 


cuddly toys. 
Kylie Gascoigne (9) 
Northumberland 


























answered and was disgusted to see a 
rabbit in his mouth. When | looked 
carefully | saw that the rabbit was still alive. His 
leg was badly damaged but not seriously. | put 
him in a bucket full of grass and leaves so he 
could lay down. During the next four days | fed 
and nursed him back to health. | let him go on 
the fifth day and my dog followed me up into the 
field. Chester led me to the rabbit's burrow and 
| put the rabbit down but he did not move. 
Chester then picked him up gently in his mouth 
and carried him right to the burrow. It hopped 
in quickly. Once Chester had put the rabbit 
down he led me to a hidden trap in that field, 
where he had found the injured rabbit. | was so 
proud of my dog that | thought | would send in 


his photo. 








Karen Slyne, Ireland 











Helping Animals 


| have been collecting money for the 
‘Worldwide Fund for Nature’ by organising a 
Lucky Dip at a local fete, and | also intend to 
ride my bike round the park 50 times and ask 
for sponsorship. 
| have also sent a letter to the Queen because 
people give goldfish as prizes at fairgrounds 
and | think it is cruel. 

Lucy Williams (8), Devon 
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MAILSALES, P.O. BOX 15, WATERLOOVILLE, PO7 6BQ 


Wild About Animals is pleased to offer readers the chance to purchase a selection of books about animal subjects. | 
Postage & Packing is just £1.00 for orders under £20.00 - above £20.00 Postage & Packing is Free. 
To order simply fill in the coupon or contact us on our Mailsales Hotline Number - 01705 230673. 
3 We simply cannot fit in all the animal books that we have available, so if you cannot find the book you are looking for, 
Don’t Despair, call us on 01705 230673 - We should be able to help. 
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Your charity could be here 
If you work for a registered charity, your vital 


* ‘ work could be featured on this page. Any animal- 
; ; Jated charity (both pets and wildlife) is offered 

[he perfect start to all nine lives. C HARIT J ite hary Gop a vibe 

. need from you is some information about your 

) charity and/or approximately 200 words about 


a : = yourself, plus a good, clear photograph or slide | 

begins at home to illustrate the article. It is also very important 
that you supply your registered charity number 
and a contact name, address and telephone 
number. Write to WAA/Charity, 27 Lark Avenue, 
Moormede, Staines, Middx TW18 4RX. 








The Phyllis Harvey Horse and Donkey Trust 


he Phyllis Harvey Horse and Donkey Trust was formed over _ offered shelter not only to equines but also dogs, cats, goats, 
30 years ago, primarily to help horses, ponies and donkeys, _ sheep, pigs, rabbits, ducks, geese and many other birds and 
but over the years the charity has made efforts to help many —_small animals. 
other animals. The trust provides a refuge to old, unwanted, The Trust has always tried to preserve life as far as possible 
mistreated and abandoned animals and over the years has and euthanasia is never resorted to unless advised by their 
veterinary surgeons if the vets feel the animal's quality of life 
is gone. 

It costs a large amount of money to feed and care for the 
many animals and the last few months have been the most 
difficult the charity has experienced, both financially and 
because of the great number of desperate animals which the 
self-supporting Trust has felt compelled to take into its care. 
With finances at a low ebb, the charity is concerned that it may 
be unable to take in more animals which will inevitably seek 
refuge at ‘Tethers End’. 

If you would like more information, or to make a donation, 
write to The Phyllis Harvey Horse and Donkey Trust, Tethers 
End, The Ring Road, Weetwood, Leeds 16. 

Registered Charity Number 504003 

























Tusk Trust 





Tusk Trust 


usk Trust was established in 1990 in response to the urgent 
Te for greater conservation in Africa, where the ever 
growing human population and the demand for more land, was 
coming into increasing conflict with wildlife and its habitat. 

The Trust has raised over £1.1 million for conservation work 
and is currently sponsoring a wide range of vital field projects in 
countries throughout the continent. The charity operates with very 
low overheads and is proud that 92% of all of the money raised is 
used to directly fund work in the field. 

Tusk Trust aims to help the conservation of all wildlife in Africa. 
Species such as the African wild dog, cheetah, elephant, 
mountain gorilla and rhinoceros are all seriously threatened, as is 
much of their habitat. The Trust is working to protect such areas 
of natural habitat for the benefit of both the wildlife and the 
communities alike. 

Positive education and community wildlife programmes are 
promoted by Tusk Trust to increase the understanding of Africa’s 



































When it’s time for a kitten to come off its mother’s milk for that all important time ensuring the right proportions of TE ae ee nortatiaa WMENTS TAPER incest 

the food you give it can determine its health for many proteins, vitamins and minerals essential for developing year (£5 for junior members - unider ‘a a ae, | 

years to come. Specially developed by Friskies Nutritional strong bones, teeth and muscle. Go-Cat Junior gives your ace sean Sa. 

Experts, Go-Cat Junior provides a complete balanced meal cat a healthy start for all nine of its lives. For more details of Tusk Trust write to Tusk Trust, 115 Ebury 
Street, London SW1W 9QU 

ere, Registered Charity Number: 803118 





Suse) New Friskies Go-Cat Junior. For kittens with an appetite for life. 
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PETITIONS 


u TS your brain 
ae 
power and 


animal knowledge 
on our puzzles, 
sand you~ could 
@\ become an 
d AS Adoptive Parent to 
= Slim or Valerie, the 
; Tusk Force water 
voles. Each of our 
competition 
winners will receive 
a free Water Vole 
Adoption Pack from Tusk Force, including a 
certificate, great colour pictures and loads 


TUSK 
of facts about these beautiful but 


actualy rroreeces endangered creatures. 
Send your entries, with your full name and 
address to: WAA/Tusk Force Competition (Nov/Dec), Suite C, 
21 Heathmans Rd, London SW6 4TJ. You can enter as many 
times as you wish, but each entry must be on a separate 
postcard, and make sure you write on your entry which puzzle 
you are entering. Closing date: 10 December 1997. 
(You can find out more about Tusk Force and its work 


with endangered species by telephoning 0181 743 8855). 


Ws, 





W Wrigh 
“RWW 8 


Unscramble the letters to form Mahtomm 
Razekisswlp Ersho 
Barse Dooteth Regit 


the names of animals and 
decide which of them is NOT 
extinct 


PUZZLE 2 


Which of the birds is 
missing from the 
grid? 


Thrush 
Mynah 
Parrot 
Heron 

Jay 
Wren 
Crow 

Owl 
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native to Australia? 








Pp 


Which of these animals ls not 





Kangaroo Koala 
possl™ 
Kooks Sy 
burrs “Gerig. 
wnea P19 
Wallaby guine? 


PUZZLE - 


Match the animals with their 
young and find missing word 


PUZZLE 5 


Fill in the missing letters to 
reveal the names of flowers. 
Then decide which is not @ 
common wild flower 


B_TT__C_P 
C_W__IP 
D_IS_ 

T Jb. 
D__D_L N 
c_oOV 


















A Chew to grin 


about 
30 boxes of C.E.T Forte 


chews to win 
A new fish flavoured chew (the size of a small mouse!) 
has been launched by St Jon VRx Products. The C.E.T. Forte 
chew is mildly abrasive, and is firm enough not to shatter 
when chewed, and has enough ‘give’ to avoid damaging the 
teeth. As each tooth penetrates the chew, the abrasive texture 
removes plaque. The longer the cat chews the product for, the 
better, and owners are recommended to give their cat a chew 
on the days that they do not manage to clean its teeth 
conventionally. Dentist and vet Dr Cecilia Gorrel, who is 
President of both the British Veterinary Dental Association and 
The European Veterinary Dental Society says that while 
toothbrushing is the most effective way of removing plaque, 
the chew will provide a valuable adjunct in the battle against 
periodontal disease. 
The chews cost £5.95 for a box of 24, and are available from 
veterinary surgeries. 
Wild About Animals has 30 boxes of chews to give 
away.To be in with a chance of winning some, send 
your name and address to WAA/C.E.T. Forte 


very merry 


Christmas 

A Good Boy and a Good Girl 
Hamper, plus ten Christmas 
stockings to win 


The names Good Boy and Good Girl automatically make you 
think of pet treats. Every year Armitages offer pet owners a wider 
choice of Christmas treats, snacks and toys - and not just for dogs 
and cats - you can now buy Christmas treats for little pets like 
hamsters, rabbits, guinea pigs, gerbils and mice. 

This year, Armitages (who make Good Boy and Girl) has 
introduced a novel little tin of Choc Drop treats, designed to look 
like a traditional pet shop (£2.99).There are new toys, new Catnip 
Cat Treats - lots of original gifts to buy from pet shops and 
supermarkets for as little as 67p for a 
small box of choc drops, up to £3.99 
for a jumbo stocking. 

Armitages are making us one very 
special Christmas hamper for a special 
dog, and one equally special hamper for a 
special cat, each packed with Christmas 


















treats, toys and grooming aids, each worth Chew, Suite C, 21 Heathmans Rd, 
£50. London SW6 4T]J. 

We also have five Good Boy Christmas Closing date: 10 December 
dog stockings (pictured) and five Good 1997 


Girl cat stockings for 10 lucky runners up. 
Write in and tell us w your pet 
deserves a special treat this Christmas, to: 
Wild About Animals/Christmas Hampers, 
Moorland Publicity, 103 ° Ashby — Rd, =, 
Loughborough, Leics LEI1 3AB. Remember 
to tell us whether you have a dog or a cat. . N 
But hurry! In order for the prizes to be wi 
sent out in time for Christmas, the closing date 
for this giveaway is 21 November 1997. 











Life in alree 
























3 Larousse Desk Reference 
Encyclopedias to win 


Trees are micro-habitats providing homes and 

feeding places for a wide range of creatures. 

Hidden in the grid are the names of 12 of these i wad 
creatures. All you have to do is find the one which Springtal 4 
appears TWIC nd you could be one of our |, Hovertly ¥ 
three lucky winners to receive a Larousse Desk e Leaf Hopper 

















Reference Encyclopedia. Probably today’s most hs Squirrel 

comprehensive A-Z encyclopedia, this reference Spider 

book also offers the rapid reference features of an Beatle >> 
almanac) with over — 200,000 Bird 








LAROUSSE references. Send your answer, along Moth 
AS with your name and address, ona : 
re Refere VEN postcard or the back of a sealed Weevil 
PRA an " envelope, to Tree Wordsearch, Wild Gal Wasp 
About Animals. Suite ©. 21 Ant 
Heathman’s Road, London Bee 
SWO6 47). 
The closing date for this 
1997 


competition is 10 Dec 












ALL ABOUT 


DOGS © 


Have every issue of your 
favourite magazine delivered 
straight to your door for 


ONLY 
£14.40 


Yes I would like to subscribe to ALL ABOUT DOGS. 
Telephone 0171-384 3263 now or return this form! 


Uk 


One Year (six issues) £14.40 








Two Years (twelve issues) £28.80 





OVERSEAS 
One Year (six issues) £20.00 


Two Years (twelve issues) £40.00 














I enclose a cheque/ postal order made payable to 





Contract Publishing Lid 








Please debit my Visa/MasterCard/Delta card 


se Expires 


Please debit my Switch card 


N[ i spy 


Signed Date 














































Issue 








If the Name and address of the card holder are different from Your 
Details please enter here 








Your Details 
Name 


Address: 





Postcode: 


Telephone: 











Gift Subscriptions 
Name: 
Address: 


Postcode: 








Please return to: 

Debbie Jenner 

Contract Publishing Ltd 
Suite C, 21 Heathmans Road 
London SW6 4GP 


No Refunds are available on subscriptions. We may, from time to time, pass 
on your particulars to selected companies which we feel would interest you. If 
you would not like us to pass on your details please tick this box 


Ref: AADO7/1 [ 
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Helping Ferrets 


hank you for the article on ferrets that Wild About Animals To obtain a copy of our booklet offering basic information 
2 VS published in the July/August issue. I would like to provide write to:- p 
some additional information. 


The National Ferret Welfare Society (NFWS) has been in 
existence for a long time now and offers help and 


The National Ferret Welfare Society 
6 St Edmond Road 
















advice to all ferret owners. There are also many local. | Bedford 
Send your letters to: ferret welfares / groups who hold regular meetings MK40 2NQ 
WAA Readers Letters and are always willing to spend time with novice or 
27 Lark Avenue potential ferret owners. In addition many of the Please enclose a large size (A5) stamped- 
Appeal to all Moormede owners of working ferrets would happily take new addressed envelope. We always recommend 
. k l ’ : Staines owners out with them on a ferreting expedition to that people should read a good British book 
Chipmun overs. Middx TW18 4RX explain the rudiments of this skill. about ferrets and check that they have a vet in 















Remember to enclose a the area who is well used to dealing with ferrets. 
have been an owner of pet chipmunks for a number of years and SAE if you are sending a No animal should ever be obtained on impulse - 
Dent hit upon the notion of starting a chipmunk club, which as far photograph. they are not a novelty item and need good care for the 


term of their natural lives. 
Mrs M Neale, Honorary Secretary NFWS, 


as I am aware does not yet exist. 
The idea initially came to me because I often receive mail asking for 





support and new members to various charities and associations. Ilooked_— - e G Bedford 
ieee matter further and found that there are all manner of clubs for - Warning to all rabbit 
and small i. from birds, horses, snakes, to spiders and ants. All : owners ? 
ese species have groups of people looking out for their welfare, : 
organisations that can be approached for advice - but chipmunks! : Last Year my Netherland Dwarf rabbit, Buttons became 
Chipmunks simply do not get the recognition they deserve. They are * very ill. He would not eat and just sat there in his hutch, 
lively, intelligent animals that tend to have a happy disposition and a very shaking in the corner. I took him straight to the vet the 
busy nature. same day. The vet felt a hard lump in Buttons’ stomach us 
I would love to learn more about my chipmunks and I know of others * and we all thought the worst as he is a very old rabbit. It WAA makes a relaxing 
who would to. What I would ask of Wild About Animals readers is their‘ was either something that had lodged in his stomach or 
help. I am requesting information on:- ‘a tumour. He was prescribed large doses of Liquid read a 
How one goes about setting up a club, do I need a licence, Paraffin. The vet saw Buttons’ the next morning as he was 
Insurance, should I register as a charity, legal advice? concerned. To our relief after a thorough examination it y daughter, Emily (aged 6), wanted to take your magazine to read 
About the animals themselves; stories, myths, health advice, was revealed that the lump had moved and was therefore backstage during a long dress rehearsal for a dance show. I think 
basically the ins and outs of everything to do with them. not a tumour. The next day to Buttons’ great relief and it helped her to relax!In between dancing she wants to be a vet. 
And whether people would be interested in joining such an ours he produced a hairball. ook yoken Thank you for, your excellent magazine which manages to 
organisation, or if such a thing already exists? : This letter is to act as a warning that it is not only cats ie wins 3 ¢10 oa pooks be informative in an intelligent and un-patronising way. We 
After all the more chipmunk owners know, the better life our who have hairballs from grooming, but rabbits too. Jackie ent with T would love to see a feature on bees please as we have 
chipmunks can have and there are so many questions that need Buttons has short fur and doesn’t moult very much and ee just got our first colony, which the children find 
answering. * so a hairball was not expected. fascinating. 



























Please, please can somebody help? So remember to brush your rabbits, no matter what Lesley Pierce, Uphook 
Wendy Back, Maidenhead ‘type of fur and whether they moult heavily or not. I'm aré independent creatures, 
* much wiser now. Please themselves by night and day. 
Ecitor’s Note Caroline Harding, Worcester One of their engaging features 


Is sitting in the way; 
On my wellies, when it is raining, 
In my bed when I am tired, 
Amongst the crocks when they are draining, 
on my clothes when they're required. 


Should anyone have any information or can be of any 
help in Wendy’s quest please write to:- Editorial Co- 
ordinator, Wild About Animals, Suite C, 21 Heathmans 
Road, London, SW6 4TJ and the correspondence will be 
Passed on. 


je 

Top Tip 

f your cat or.dog jumps up and opens doors then I have 
4,solutioh to stop them. Turn your handle upside do 
Bes sO Deed TOD a 







They decorate my fresh, clean linen 
With their muddy paw design. 
They tease cat-hating men and women 
By leaping on their laps, not mine! 











They don a supercilious air 
and stop you doing what you're at. 
Be they feline, foul or fair, 

is a home without a cat? 


Jackie Dugk, East Sussex 
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Pet Power 
If you enjoyed Pet Power, 
the ITV series presented by 
Anthea Turner earlier this 
year, then you will love this 
: = book. Amazing true stories of 
ANAT: Z animal bravery and devotion 
P Ower are recounted by Tess 
meceneeeremmme Cuming and David 
Bre acts Wolstencroft, the originators 
ess Cuming & 4 
Precise recent of the series. 

There are sections on ani- 
mal rescuers, true-life pet dramas, pet ‘professionals’ and 
a pot pourri of pet's with very special talents. You meet 
Golden Labrador, Sophie who is the UK’s only cave res- 
cue dog , the blind horse who pulled her owner from a 
bog, the Golden retriever who taught a young autistic boy 
to love... and many, many more. Some of the stories tell 
of heart-warming feats of great courage and determina- 
tion. There is Lady, a determined canine who escaped a 
dog-proof garden to fetch help for her mistress, and Tess 





























from drowning. 


the pages of this attractive book. 


Echoes of 
Camusfearna 


By Paul and Grace Yoxon 

The West of Scotland, one of the last 
strongholds of the wild sea otter, was made 
famous by Gavin Maxwell with his Ring of 
Bright Water. Today that legacy continues 
through the work of Paul and Grace Yoxon, 
founders of the International Otter Survival 
Fund (IOSF). 

In this delightful book they share their 
adventures over the past 12 years, from the 
creation of a field centre on the Isle of Skye 
to the establishment of a wildlife hospital to 
care for injured otters, the setting up of a geology museum 
which evolved into an otter rehabilitation centre, and assisting 
otter survival projects in many countries around the world. 

Their story is both touching 
and amusing and their mes- 
sage is simple. If we humans 
are going to survive on this 
planet, it can only be achieved 
by living in harmony with our 
natural environment and not 
continually pulling against it. 
Their belief is that with proper 
education and love, children will 
do a better job and that real 
change comes only from the 
heart. 

Published by Findhorn 
Press, price £9.95. Softback. 
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the dynamic Labrador whose quick thinking saved a child 


The ‘case file’ section features the hilarious tale of 
Popeye the Psycho-parrot who drives his owners to dis- 
traction and Tasha, the ‘sheep-Rottweiler’. 

If animal lovers needed any proof that our pets are 
brave, intelligent,selfless and loving then it is all here in 


Published by Ebury Press, price £9.99. Hardback. 





WINGS - A Guide to British Birds 

Beautifully filmed, Wings is not only an indispensable guide 
for anyone interested in ornithology, but also an ideal introduc- 
tion to bird life for anyone of any age. 

The two Wings videos were made in association with the 
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds in response to the pop- 
ularity of the highly acclaimed Channel Four television series of 
the same name. Each video covers four episodes. 

Wings explores the lives and habitats of major groups of 
birds, from where they go in winter to how to identify individual 
calls and songs. It also examines the people for whom birds 
and bird-watching are anything from a hobby to an obsession, 
tracking down Britain’s most prolific ‘birders’ and ‘twitchers’. 

Part One looks at the beginnings of British birds and their 
links with prehistoric creatures, and how birds in Britain today 
are adapting to the changing environment. The mysteries and 
enigmas of bird migration and the fascinating world of bird song 
are also investigated. 

Part Two covers the love/hate relationship between Britain 
and its magnificent birds of prey, the unseen birds of the night 
(and the people who sacrifice their sleep to watch them), the 
diverse mating and hatching habits of birds, and the way ahead 
for British bird life. 

Published by 
Channel Four AGUIDET 
Video, £10.99. 
Approximately 95 
minutes each. 
Available from 
major video and 
book shops, 
RSPB shops and 
mail order. 
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Wild About Animals is pleased to offer readers the chance 

fo purchase a selection of books about animal subjects. 

Postage & Packing is just £1.00 for orders under £20.00 - above 

£20.00 Postage & Packing is Free. 

To order simply fill in the coupon or contact us on our 
Mailsales Hotline Number - 01705 230673. 


We simply cannot fit in all the animal books that we have avail- 
able, so if you cannot find the book you are looking for, 


Don’t Despair, call us on 01705 230673 - We should be able to help. 


A0347 Border Terrier About The H208c 15.95 0370 RSPCA Book of the Mongrel S192c (9.99 
‘A0126 Borzois H160c 5.95 A1048 RSPCA Complete Dog 
A0269 Boxer An Owners Guide Hl44c 9.99 Care Manual $64c 14.99 
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CAPRICORN ANIMAL RESCUE 
(Charity No. 1048541) takes in all types of 
animals, from Horses to Hedgehogs, Goats 
to Guinea Pigs, Rabbits to Cats, Ferrets to 
Ducks, and to continue our work, we 
desperately need your donations. Write for 
newsletter to: 

Paedswood Lake Road, Paedswood, 
Flincshire CH7 4HZ or ring 

01244 547938 











PLEASE HELP US to continue sav- 
ing sick and injured animals. We give a 
24 hour rescue service. Members and 
donations urgently needed. Contact 
Animals in Distress, 55 Silver Street, 
Irlam, Manchester M44 6HT. Telephone 
0161 775 2221. 


PLEASE HELP CATS 


Many poor cats get thrown out of their 
homes, or stray, to live - or die — in the 
wild. We are fighting to save these cats 
and rehome kittens — 

BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP 
Please send for the 1998 Colour Planner 
Calendar with 12 postcards/ pictures of 
cats for just 
£3.25 each to: 

Cat Action Trust, 
(Dept WAA), 

11 Lower Barn Road, 
PURLEY, 

Surrey, CR8 1HY 
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PLEASE HELP us to keep our 
sanctuary open for old disabled and 
mistreated animals, which include, 
Donkeys, goats, dogs, cats and wild 
life. Has been on T.V. Please send 
donations S.A.E to: The West 
Midlands Animal Welfare 3 Frierpark 
Farm Rear of Kent Road Woods 
Estate Wensbury West Midlands 
WS10 OSL Tel: 0121 502 5027 
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The Rabbit Company 
— show rabbits, house rabbits, 
family pets. 

The Rabbit Company breeds German 
Lops, Dwarf Lops, Miniature Lops 
and Netherland Dwarfs from quality 
exhibition stock. Any breed of Rabbit 
can be obtained to order. Import 
facilities available. 

Phone Pat Duffy on 01242 695192 





Videos for lovers of Dragons, Spiders, Iguan: 
Snakes, Ferrets, Pigs, Goats, Ducks, Stick 
Insects, Parrots, Wild Birds and Lizards 
Pollywood, PO Box 133, Bury St Edmunds, 
Suffolk IP33 3PR. Tel: 01284 754886, 
Fax: 01284 754885, 2 


DO YOUR CARE ABOUT YOUR 
CAT'S HEALTH? 
Of course you do, but what about their 


Our latest video is de: 
your cat beat those Winter blues: 
It features stimulating scenes of birds 
and wildlife filmed in exotic locati 
Sure to appeal to cal 
bring back 
A special gift for a very special friend. 
£9.95 inc P&P 
Please send cheque/P.O payable 
to. 

John Harding 
Premier Video Productions 
Dept WAA12 
19 Holcot Close 
Wellingborough 
NN8 5FL 
Tel: 01582-736398 / 722000 








To place a classified advertisement in 


“Wild About Animals” 
please telephone Elaine Smith 0171 240 4700, 
or fax 0171 240 7275. 
Or write to Landmark Publishing Services, 8 New 
Row, Covent Garden, London, WC2N 41H.” 












MISCELLANEOUS 








MISCELLANEOUS 


RABBIT WORLD 


New quarterly magazine for pet rabbit owners 


Annual 
subscription 
£10.00. 
Single issue 
£3.00, 
please make 
cheques 
payable to 
Rabbit World 


Rescue features 
Advice on health care 
Behavioural needs 
Breeds 

Indoor rabbits 
Training 


Worldwide news 
Obituaries 
Rabbit products 
Leters 

Diet features 


Rabbit World 
(WAA) 
PO Box 1311 
Milton Keynes 
MK13 OZH 
Essential reading for people 
who care about rabbits 


Wild About 
Small Animals? 


Enjoy this formightly magazine devoted to 
Rabbits, Chinchillas, Cavies, Mice, Gerbils, 
Hamsters, etc. 6 issues £10, 26 issues £33. 
Breed features/photographs 
Health, Housing & Care 
Shows and Exhibitions 
What to Buy - Where to Buy 
House & Pet Rabbit pages 
Day telephone help line for beginners 
Sample copy free (send 38p stamp to 
cover postage) from 
FUR & FEATHER (WAA) 
Chattisham, Ipswich, 
Suffolk. IP8 3QE. 
or telephone 01473 652789 to subscribe by 
credit card 


THE CHINCHILLAS FOR PETS NOT PELTS 
CLUB & NATIONWIDE 
CHINCHILLA RESCUE SERVICE 


Britains only Nationwide Chinchilla Rescue Service, Re-homing whenever possible by adoption. 
We take in unwanted, sick and injured chinchillas and rely on fund-raising money to keep the 
rescue service going. Donations are always gratefully received. 

Also available - Specialist Chinchilla products by mail order (delivered to your daor) - feeds, 
treats, cages, medicinal products and tonics. Full co : 


sweatshirts, computer 
mouse mats, shopping bags, 
fridge magnets, etc. Proceeds 
to our rescue service. 

For details of our products & 
services please send a large 
S.AE. 64 Sedgewick Street, 
Jacksdale, Nottinghamshire, 
NG16 5JY England. Tel/Fax 
01773 606024 (10am - 5pm 
Mon - Fri) 








PENFRIENDS! Join the world’s 
greatest penfriend society with 
over 300,00 members in 188 coun- 
tries. Also special service for 
school ¢ 
S.A.E for details: 1.P.F, 
Avenue, Moormede, 

Middlesex TW18 4RX 










































Do You have a Pet Rabbit? 


For FREE information on house 
training and caring for your 
pet as well as how to become a 
member of the fastest growin: club 
for rabbit lovers, send SAE to: 
The British House Rabbit 
Association, PO Box 346, 
Newcastle NE99 1FA 














CAPERS CHARITY SUPPORT 

Corresponding Animal and Pet Society. 
Now in our 4th 

For animal lovers wh 

through 






money for 
For further details, pl 








Capers, 6 Park Road, Temple E: 
Dover, Kent CT16 3AJ 











INTERESTED IN FERRET 
QUARRIES? Why not join the, 
National Ferret Welfare Society. For 
details send S.A.E. 6 St Edmond Street 
Bedford MK40 2NQ 


SERIOUSLY INTERESTED IN 
ZOOS? For opinion, information and 
facts concerning all of zoo life then you 
must join the Independent Zoo 
Enthusiasts Society. We offer a 
quarterly magazine plus newsletter and 
occasional meetings. Annual subscrip- 
tion is £15.00 (£21.00 overseas) to 
1.Z.E.S., POBox 4, TODMORDEN, 
LANCS OLI4 6DA. 


































‘ -_ PORTRAITS 


ARTIST PAINTS CATS AND 
DOGS from your photos. Framed oils 
191/2" x 15/2" from £48 inc. 

T Burnett, 55 Beckenham Ave, E. 
Boldon, Tyne and Wear NE36 OEQ. 


SENSITIVE PASTEL PET PORTRAITS 
from photographs capturing the 
expression of eyes. Irene Dearsley 
(R.A Exhibitor). Details and examples 
01303 269612 

PENNY’S PET PORTRAITS. 
Lifelike pastel painting of your cher- 
ished friend from a photograph. The _ 
ideal gift. Please ring 01621 840997. ~ 


PORTRAITS & CARICATURES 
from photos 
CHARMIAN HAYES 
STUDIO G 33 GRASMERE CLOSE 
FELTHAM, TW14 9QW 
Send 1st class stamp for brochure 


GIFT CATALOGUE. = Animal 
Earrings, brooches, keyrings, magnets, 
stickers, soft toys & personalised writ- 
ing set. Origional ideas for Christmas & 
personalised Christmas cards. SAE for 
catalogue to A. Waugh, 12 Dovedale 
Road, Thurmaston, Leicester. 


THE REPTILE MASTERS LTD. 
Spiders, Snakes, Iguanas, Monitors etc. 
Plus all equipment 01277 811822 


Essex. 








Please mention 


“Wild About Animals” 


when responding to 
advertisements 
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BEAUTIFUL PET PORTRAITS 
from photographs in pencil or water- 
colour from £18, Free brochure from 
Katrina Lempinen, 15A Endlesham 
Road, London SW12 8XJ. Tel: 0181 
675 1915 


YOUR BEST FRIENDS portrait 
drawn or painted from photos by 
qualified artist and animal lover by 
Angela Greener. BAO, Tel: 01925 
221672 


SOMETHING TO 
TREASURE FOR 
A LIFETIME 


Why not have a portrait 
drawn or painted from 
your favourite photograph. 
True likeness guaranteed. 


IMAGE ARTS 
by Patterson Portraits, 


specialists in detailed animal 
and human portraits. 


PETPOEM. Unique gift. Individual 
poem with pet's picture. £17.99p 
Details PetPoem, FREEPOST, 
LON1I0270, LONDON SWIS5 4BR. 
Allow 14 days delivery. 

THE HAMSTER SOCIETY. For all 
ages and levels of interest. Regular 
shows, monthly journal. For details send 
SAE. to PO Box 825, Sheffield S17 3RU. 


FOR COMPREHENSIVE list of 
small mammals, send S.A.E. Call: 0181 | 
657 5465 (evenings) for details 




















J. C. BIOLOGY 


DIPLOMA IN ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR 


* Why should your pet listen to you? 
peal )omeCol-oe- WUT tL 
* How does a bird navigate? 


Such subjects can be studied alongside 
@ wide variety of associated topics 


from your bome at your pace. 


For a free course guide send S.AE, to: 


JC. Biology 
“Corton House’ 

36, Melton Road. 
Sprothorough, 
Doncaster. DNS TN] 


Tel: (01302) 784764 





HELP, we save old animals that nobody 
wants.We desperately need your help 
to keep going. Please send a donation. 
SAE to: Hilltop Haven, Kilkhampton, 
Cornwall UX23 9RZ. Please Help. 
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INSTEAD OF GIVING A TEDDY 
BEAR AS A PRESENT, 
HOW ABOUT THE REAL THING ? 


This is Boo, a North American 


Black Bear cub. Boo is an orphan. 


He escaped with just a punctured lung when 
hunters cruelly shot his mother in Ontario. Many 
bear species are currently facing extinction, 


their body parts being 
sold at enormously high 
prices in the Far East for 
use in traditional Chinese 
medicines and as restaurant 
delicacies. But it is the North 
American bears that the poachers 
are really gunning for. 

Help us by adopting Boo for 
just £25. It’s a small price to 
pay for a life. You can also 
adopt Tigers, Chimps, Water 

Voles and Dormice. 


TUSK 
FORCE 


ACTIVELY PROTECTING 
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Advertising Department 
Wild About Animals 
8 New Row, Covent Garden 
London WC2N 4LH 
Tel: 0171 240 4700 


Editorial Department 
Wild About Animals 
27 Lark Avenue, Moormede, 
Staines, Middx TW18 4RX 


@ Although we appreciate your letters, Wild About Animals regrets 
that it cannot reply or acknowledge them all 


@ Opinions expressed in articles by contributors are not necessarily 
the opinions of the magazine. 

Although all reasonable care is taken, Wild About Animals cannot 
be held responsible for the safety of material submitted to the 
magazine. Contributors are advised to keep a copy. 
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Meet the bizarre beasts. 
down on the farm 


Bethany wins a copy of the 
Usborne Illustrated 
Encyclopedia of the Natural 
World 


Competition rules 

All competitions are for residents of the British Isles and Eire only 
(except where stated). No employees, or their families, or 
associates of this company, or of those companies involved in 
separate competitions, may enter. All closing dates are final. Only 
one entry per household for each competition. If you do not want to 
cut a coupon out of the magazine, you may photocopy your entry 
after filling it in on the page. Illegible entries will be disqualified, as 
will those that are not original, or do not follow the specified entry 
requirements. Responsibility will not be accepted for entries lost, 
delayed or damaged in the post. Proof of posting is not proof of 
receipt. If more than one entry is correct and there is no tie-breaker, 
winners will be drawn at random. Prizes are as stated and cannot 
be redeemed for alternative prizes or cash. Wild About Animals 
reserves the right to reproduce entries without payment, and 
copyright belongs to Wild About Animals. 


Oi tier 








Publishing Limi 


Suite C. 21 Heathmans Road, London, S 














1 384 3261 Pax: O17) 384 3264 


Editor: Carina Norris *Designer: Alison Moffat Advertising: Anne Marie Fox, LANDMARK PUBLISHING SERVICES 8 New Row, Covent Garden, London 
WC2N 4LH, Tel: 0171 240 4700 Fax: 0171 240 4771 Editorial Co-ordinator: Silvia de Andrade ° Subscriptions Director: Debbie 
Jennere Subscriptions Manager: Krystyana Chiaramonti Subscriptions Assistant: lucie McRoyall eSubscriptions/back numbers: 0171-384 3261 
eAll rights reserved. No part of WAA may be reproduced or used in any form or by any means, either wholly or in part, without the prior written permission of the 
publisher. Not to be resold, lent, hired or otherwise disposed of by way of trade at more than the recommended retail price (subject fo VAT in the Republic of Ireland) 
or in a mutilated condition, Coniract Publishing Lid reserves the right not to pay for articles submitted but not published Letters, manuscripts, photographs and illustra- 
fone shauld be sent, with @ slamped/addressed envelope, on the understanding thal the magazine cannot be held liable for their safe custody or return, ® Subserip- 


tion rates: UK £13.20/overseas £20.00 [inc. postage) 
° Distributio 





COMAG Magazine Marketing, West Drayton, Middlesex Tel: 01895 444 055ePrinted by: Godhead Heatset, Chaucer International, Launton 


Road, Bicester, Oxon OX6 7QZeReprographics by: Kingfischer Reproductions Limited, Hampton, Middlesex, England. Wild About Animals is produced by the same 


publishing company as All About Cals and All About Dogs 
bH Nuremberg 





Song Verlag G 


@4.° wip ABOUT ANIMALS 






BETWEEN THE COVERS of the new 
Dogalogue you'll find stoccingsfull 
of Christmas gifts for family and 
friends. And if that’s not reason 
enough to pick one Up. every 


Single gift makes another valuable 


contribution towards our work = giving 
visually impaired people independence 
as part of a guide dog team. So 
please give generously and help us 
out this Christmas. For your free 


Dogalogue call 0870 123 400% fax 


AMAZING HOW 
A TEA TOWEL CAN 
IMPROVE 
SOMEONE’S LIFE. 





us on O118 983 5211 or send vour 


name and address on a postcard to: 


‘Dogalogue. The Guide Dogs fo: 


the Blind Assoctation, PO Box 31H, 


Mortimer, Reading, Berks RG7 3YQ 


GUIDE DOGS 
THE EYES OF 
THE BLIND. 





WHO CARES WHICH 
ANTIFREEZE YOU USE? 
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Make sure your antifreeze contains TRIGARD™. 
The TRIGARD™ safety triangle featured on leading brands 
offers protection for your car’s engine, cooling system and 
for your children and pets - Triple Protection! 


Hot & Cold. Your car’s cooling system is vulnerable to both freezing 
and boiling unless you take care. Suitable concentrations of TRIGARD™ based 
antifreeze can protect against temperatures as low as -55°C. 


Corrosion. Using an inferior antifreeze can lead to expensive 
engine damage. Antifreeze and Coolants based on TRIGARD's quality 
formulation provide protection against corrosion and scaling of vital erigine 
components. ; 


« ; Poisoning. Most antifreezes are harmful and potentially lethal. 
Al 


ntifreeze and Coolants based on TRIGARD’s lower toxicity formulation are 
safer and help protect your family and 
pets from accidental poisoning. 


TRIPLE PROTEG 


TRIGARD . B CMALL PRICE TO PAY FOR PEACE OF MIND 


